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Entrance to
Saknet Abu Kabir, 1947

The National Photograph Collection
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The Murad family by the
edge of the reservoir pool
at the well House, 1910
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Map marking the sites
surveyed in the heritage
conservation survey at
Park HaHorshot

"Park HaHorshot" Abu Kabir,

History and Survey: Sites for
Conservation, 2011
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October 7, my activism was more active.
This changed after the war, with the witch-
hunt and the political persecutions of the
most basic and human need to shout our
pain for our people in Gaza and Lebanon.
I could do very little. I turned from
relatively active to too passive. Bereft of
all social and political agency. At the same
time, for me, this booklet became a process
of political inquiry to all intents and
purposes. Another way of reconstituting
activism and community action with the
amazing members of the Zochrot community
under conditions of genocide, without
compromising on political education.
This booklet is a light in the heart
of darkness.” It is the result of several
months of dedicated work, of critical
strolling, highly sensitive and aware
of nuances. I wish that the next booklet
will be launched under conditions that
enable complete freedom of learning.
I wish that the next booklet would not
be even necessary, because the right of
return will have been realized. It is no

figment of the imagination. Israel teaches
us Palestinians to think in the past tense:
indeed, we are perfectly able to imagine
what happened in the Nakba although we
haven’t experienced it personally. The
challenge, I believe, is to dare and manage
to think of a different horizon. One that
is not only Nakba. Clearly, the Nakba is
actually “Nakbat” (in plural) and they are
ongoing. Still, this insistence to imagine
what would be after and how liberation
looks like is just as important as the right
of return. It is in fact the return...

I thank my friends from the Zochrot
community who joined in and contributed
to the study of Abu Kabir, thereby reviving
the Palestinian spirit that used to be and
still is present there.Iam deeply grateful
to Barak Mayer,” for his willingness to
guide our second tour, based on his
independent research. Finally, I thank
my thesis supervisor Prof. Gadi Algazi
for providing archival documents about
Abu Kabir.

After Joseph Conrad’s classic novel that inspired Apocalypse Now.
For Mayer’s documentary and photographic works, see https://placestimeforgot.com.
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EPILOGUE

“THEY USED TO CALL IT YAFFA,
IT IS YAFFA STILL™

YARA SHAHINE-GHARABLE

This booklet is dedicated to the internally
displaced Youssef Ahmad Abu Kaoud, and
likewise to the thousands of refugees
and internally displaced persons from
Abu Kabir, who long to return and play in
the orchards, the well houses, pools and
groves. Very few of those uprooted from
Abu Kabir managed to stay in Yaffa. Those
who survived and miraculously remain
were concentrated in what became the
Ajami Ghetto after the fall of Yaffa. Those
who managed to return to Abu Kabir did
so as visitors or as employees in the
service of the new land-owners. Former
owners of orchards and groves and former
farmers became the workers and service
providers of the new property owners, the

new settlers, under the auspices of the
Zionist colonial project. Abu Kaoud dreams
of returning to Abu Kabir. He remembers
his childhood in the neighborhood despite
the Israeli occupation. He remained in
Abu Kabir, where his father was born, who
refused to leave despite the threats. With
this booklet, we honor the memory of the
thousands of refugees who yearn to return.
In the shadow of the horrendous attack on
Gaza and Lebanon, we call for an end to
the massacre, the removal of the siege,
and the realization of the right of return.

On a personal note, I am filled with
sorrow and grief as a write, since I could
do so little to stop the horrors from
happening. Moreover, I feel that before
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nothing has changed, so how about a little
authenticity? They flattened the sandy
mound and exposed the wondrous structure
for all to see: the well, the pump, the pool
and the irrigation canal, complete with a
round metal piece the beasts used to rotate
to draw the water, and still.. nothing. No
sign. A kind of abstract antiquity, very
pleasant to the eye, romantic even. By
now my son can climb, and it’s a bit scary,
because these buildings are really not
to be trusted, as we all know, and now he
reaches out to his little sister, feeling like
the landlord, although he doesn’t really
know what land it is he lords.

When the kids grew up, we took them
to Groves Park. Together with Midron Park
south of the port, these were the popular
locations for birthdays and barbeques.
Easy access, nice view, parking, and that
same sweet-and-sour feel. The entire city
of Yaffa was to me a playground as a child.
The question oppressing the air added to
its charm, albeit never asked. There was
something... odd here. Something that did
not hug the landscape as effortlessly as
the streets of Tel Aviv. It is for our sake
that all those buildings were exhumed, for

us that their mouths were gagged. All the
familiar uses of grabbed urban lands - an
alternative school, a botanical garden, a
medical forensics center, a prison - now
lived side by side next to a playground,
and among the fancy new facilities, all
those testimonies to another life. 0f the
one who preceded you, of the one who
won’t return. 0f the land-owners, those
who lived off the land and drew water
from its womb, who chewed the citrus
fruits, those for whom Yaffa was as it had
been for millennia - a port city whose
groundwater literally reaches up to the
ground - and not as it is, the little sister
of the city of lights, like it drinking water
out of hidden pipes, like it completely
bereft of orchards.

This booklet gives Abu Kabir its voice
back. Frees her mouth from the gag. It is its
sign, its storyteller, substituting beauty
with fact and authenticity with truth.
Raising its dead body to the ground not
foraforensic investigation, but to breathe
life into it. See it as it is, as beautiful
and ugly as it is. Bring back the sound of
gushing water, the orange to the tree - and
all the children home.
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at the square) is for us a second nature,
seeing that Israel is signed ad nauseam.
When I was the kid, this was a recurring
ritual: wherever my parents took me on
a trip, I would immediately run to the
JNF sign to learn about the place - to
become orientated. These words carved
in wood rang true. And not that I was
especially keen on truth, that came later.
Back then, it was still taken for granted,
ingested verbatim. I never imagined that
my dear friend, the sign, would lie to me
so brazenly.

Together with the resonant absence
of the signs from the landscape, not only
in faraway Santiago but right here in dear
old Yaffa, today’s Abu Kabir plays host to
mute witnesses in the form of remnants of
wells and irrigation mechanisms for the
citrus industry. Perhaps it is better to say
half-mute, stuttering witnesses, whose
mouth is gagged with a piece of cloth,
their lips stretched back to the point of
white pain, screaming their heads off. At
best, all you can hear is a whimper, and
that too requires careful attention, a task
that for us is tremendously challenging.
Since we have become so inured to that
whimper, it is so much part of the air we
breathe, absorbed by the sound of the cars
on Ben Zvi Road, and the children playing in
Groves Park. This enables us to wander in
the streets of Abu Kabir that are no longer
there without wondering what befell them,
certainly without expecting a sign, and
savor the aroma of their magnificent
authenticity. Indeed, why did others and
I come to Yaffa, if not for a sip of the

105

authentic? With every house we build, each
road we pave, we push authenticity away,
requiring us to dig ever deeper into the
ground to resuscitate it - but even then,
it can only whimper.

Closer to my home in Yaffa stands
such a zombie liberated from the ashes
and gloriously reconstructed. In the past,
in our very first days as gentrifiers, it
was buried almost completely under an
ordinary sandy hill, and I noticed it only
thanks to that child who travelled with
me to Chile. And I also noticed, by the
way, that that child and I are one child,
at least in the sense that a generation
no longer means anything when nothing
changes, when time itself is made to freeze
to make sure nobody notices what really
happened. And it was therefore fated that
my son should discover on his own the
same discoveries of mine, and walk alone
in my footsteps to my past, as I have in my
father'’s, only to reach the same conclusion
- that nothing has changed.

Well my son would dig and excavate
the silenced ruins until one day they
decided to build a housing complex
there, for those who followed us and in
our footsteps, hoping for some crumbs
of that elusive authenticity. And as in
Abu Kabir, the architects had this idea,
probably free of conscious deliberation,
that gone were the days when the country’s
builders had to make sure that Palestine
was buried deep underground, because
nobody asks questions anymore and
the eraser is already part of the air we
breathe, and generations have passed and



ABU KABIR:
A MUFFLED CRY
ECHOING SINCE CHILDHOOD

AMI ASHER

Under the unbearable weight of local
silence, there is sometimes no choice but
to rely on a distant analogy to understand
what your eyes have seen, and mainly that
which they have failed or refused to see.
Years ago, before I found out about Zochrot,
my wife and I travelled to Chile. When
we landed in the capital Santiago, I took
our infant son on my shoulders and went
on a tour of the city streets. I wandered
aimlessly, and soon enough found myself in
the main square. It was an amazing sight:
in front of me was the famous parliament
building. I could not fail to recognize
it, since a few days before our flight I
had watched a documentary about the
1973 coup d ‘état masterminded by the CIA
together with the Chilean Air Force and
its commander, Pinochet. I saw how the
airplanes bombed the building, and how
the elected communist president, Allende,

was “suicided”. I thought it would be a
great opportunity to find out more about
the formative event, and ran with my baby
carrier towards the entrance.

And there I found... nothing. No sign,
no memorial stone, no monument. Just a
parliament, just a building. In my ears,
I could actually hear the gunfire, but
nothing in the place itself could serve
as a witness. I started walking around the
huge complex - and still nothing. It was
then that a terribly sane, cold and brutal
voice whispered to me from within: No
wonder, it's the same back home.

In Abu Kabir not a single sign attests
to its calamity. Selective signing is
one of Zionism’s most elegant erasure
mechanisms. It is particularly effective
since that same expectation for a sign,
which may be out of place in Chile (as
indeed suggested by some kids I talked to
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Tour Stops

Name of Site Address Comments
1  Hadarim store 14-16 Ben Atar St., | One of Hamed Orchard’s well houses
48 Salame Rd.
2  Central Mashbir 60 Saleme Rd. Haganah front HQ in 1948
House
3 | Saknatal-‘Araine 1133
Saknat Hamed Simtat HaShach
4 | Gluska Tiles 1936 130 Herzl St.
5 136 Herzl St., 30 One of Hamed Orchard’s well houses
Rabenu Hananel St.
6 140 Herzl St. One of Hamed Orchard’s well houses
7 | Mandate-era 5 HaPatish St., 1 A Mandate-era building on the
building in Herzl HaManor St. border between Herzl Hill and Abu
Hill neighborhood Kabir. In its southern facade, bullet
holes can still be spotted.
8 | Saknat Abu Kabir 3785, 3784, 3783
9 68-70 Ben Zvi Rd. The Yellow House - well house
10 | Biarat al-Azza 78 Ben Zvi Rd.
11 | Saknat al-Turki / 77-81 Ben Zvi Rd.,
Al-Sabil Pinhas Lavon St.
12 | Biarat Musai 16 Pinhas Lavon St.
13 | Kortila 19-21 Prof. Men- Well House
delson Heinrich St.
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indicated at all, but only the most famous -
Abu Kabir. In the very detailed website
Palestine Remembered there is hardly any
information about Abu Kabir and its little
siblings, and what is there is dwarfed by
the extensive information about Yaffa
proper, the older and more important city.
Finally, even their nature as exceptional
forms of settlement - officially part of
Yaffa, umbilically connected to it, but
actually located outside it - did not help
preserve their memory.

And if the mighty have succumbed, how
shall the weak emerge unscathed? Thus,
even I, a radical leftwing activist from
a young age, who has always considered
himself a history buff and who has spent
about half his life in south Tel Aviv, knew
nothing about the area’s Palestinian past.
In fact, I never even knew there was one!

Once I realized there was a whole
world around me I never knew existed, I
began looking at the space around me with
completely different eyes. An ordinary
person would look at the thick vegetation
in front of the old Barbie rock club and see
nothing but bushes and trash. When I look
there, in my mind’s eye I can also see what

used to be - the orchard and the well and
the mosque and the café, the workers after
their day is done, the horse drawn carriage
galloping towards the Yaffa-Jerusalem
Road, the kids playing in the street.I can
also see the Palestinian fighters shooting
at the Herzl Hill neighborhood, at the
houses of the Jewish settlers who came
to replace them. And the bodies of the
people killed in the Haganah raid. And the
families fleeing their homes, destitute,
certain they would be able to go back soon.
Equipped with this eye, I created the tour
attached below during years of studying
and documenting the area. I hope it will
help you see the space with different eyes,
if only for an eyeblink.

It's hard to say what the situation in
Israel will be in the following years, but
I hope that future researchers will go
on studying the country’s hidden past,
including that which is right under their
nose but completely out of their mind. I
also wish that they would do so in a free
Palestine, with justice and equality for
all, including those forgotten by history
and their descendants.
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CORNER OF
SAKNAT AL-‘ARAINE
AND HERZL STREET

BARAK MAYER

In 2006 I moved to Tel Aviv for the first
time, to an apartment on the corner of
Salame and Herzl streets. It took me
another 14 years to enter, or even notice,
the alley located right in front of my house.
Such a marginal alley that it was not even
named - it was only called “1133”. It is
only in retrospect that I found out that this
alley, which leads to a little hill, began
its career as a Palestinian locale, which
preceded the State of Israel and even Tel
Aviv by many years - Saknat Al-‘Araine.
Noga Kadman's book about the villages
destroyed in the 1948 Nakba is called
Erased from Space and Consciousness. The
story of the villages/neighborhoods of Abu
Kabir may perhaps be called “In Space but
Out of Consciousness”. The poor orchard
workers who lived in the Saknat - Saknat
Abu Kabir, Saknat Hamed, Saknat Al-‘Araine,
etc. - the simple people who populated
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south Tel Aviv, before it became south Tel
Aviv, were not “important” enough in the
eyes of educated scholars to be included
in the history books.

An entire world disappeared that way,
not only from Zionist historiography, which
tends to ignore the history of south Tel
Aviv entirely - the Black City, as Sharon
Rotbard called it, as opposed to the
White City, the darling of Zionism - but
also among the Israeli “new historians”
and Palestinian researchers. Even in
the writings of scholars specializing
in the Nakba and in the publications of
organizations dealing with the country’s
erased Palestinian past, the Saknat barely
exist. They are not included in the lists
of villages destroyed in the Nakba, since
they were officially part of Yaffa. In the
map of the Nakba in Tel Aviy, published by
Zochrot in 2007, most of the Saknat were not



remainders of the well houses - Yaffa's
19t"-century biaras - formed the first
nucleus of those who had left the walls
and of agricultural work combined with the
palaces of Yaffa's richest.* Today, these
places are left without wells, with no
water, and no orchards. The remains of the
Saknatwere repopulated by migrant Jews.
The citrus orchards - which dominated
the entire east of Yaffa until the late
1940s - disappeared completely from the
collective eye and mind.

Altogether, this eventually results
in a completely disoriented space.
According to Asfour, this is far from being
a coincidence. Rather, this is a quite
successful attempt at optical and spatial
deception. As a Palestinian space, Abu
Kabir was erased form the Israeli memory.
In the middle of the neighborhood, Herzl
Street was paved and became a central
thoroughfare, and to the east, Groves Park
was planted. Inside the park, only the
pools that used to water the citrus trees
can now be visible. At its edge, near the
entrance from Ben Zvi Street, the Forensic
Medicine Center is located, with a water

% Kaminer, “Among the Well Houses”.

pool directly to the left. The park has a
playground for children and several fruit
trees, but there is no remnant or reminder,
no sign commemorating the neighborhood
or indicating that Palestinians used to
live there, and have a history. This renders
Palestinian-ness ahistorical.

To conclude, since this booklet also
seeks to consider the ongoing Nakba and
the future, note that the public housing
companies remain key players in today’s
reality in Yaffa. The triangle of local
inhabitants or “protected tenants”, the
companies and the municipality embodies
colonialist relations. The municipality
acts as the proxy of the state, which
dispossesses the tenants and expropriates
the assets, most of which are transferred
to the INF and from there to the housing
companies. These in turn privatize the
properties, leaving supply and demand to
the “free” market. This policy tramples
the existence of Palestinians in Yaffa
and other marginalized communities in
the city, oppressed systematically for
years by the capitalist and colonialist
Municipality of Tel Aviv.
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motivating the erasure. Returning the
depopulated villages to the Israeli
consciousness is presented as essential
for honest coping with the roots of the
conflict in the present and for paving the
road to decolonization and reconciliation
in the future.” Asfour went on to elaborate
that in the article by Jewish-Israeli
geographic historian Arnon Golan “Abu
Kabir: From a Rural Settlement to Urban
Margins” (also mentioned on page 139),
the optical deceptions and the systematic
erasure of the space and landscape are
very much evident.

After the occupation of Palestine and
the ethnic cleansing of the neighborhood,
it was annexed to Tel Aviv in December
1948,%2 and masses of Jewish families
squatted its abandoned houses. The
municipality and government decided
to destroy most of the extant buildings,
fearing a future political settlement that
would involve the return of the refugees.
Therefore, in 1950 the state transferred
lands from the neighborhood to the JNF.
The orchards under former Palestinian
ownership were also quickly annexed to
Jewish neighborhoods. Most of the area
was demolished by orders of the Tel Aviv
Municipality. In 1949 the British police
building became the Abu Kabir Jail. In 1951,
a forest was planted across from it, called

“Defenders Forest” to commemorate the
attackers of Yaffa. In 1954 the al Kassar
(Ladll) family complex was turned into
a military shooting club and a base of
the Gadna (preservice military training
for youth). The Botanical Garden is also
a mirage, painting the space in quasi-
scientific colors, as creativity of sorts in
the midst of the erasure and denial. Today'’s
Groves Park is admittedly beautiful, but
again, a tool of erasure, amnesia and
denial. When a given historical area is
home simultaneously to compounds and
facilities of many different kind, this can
be seen as evidence of attempted coercive
takeover, expressed in demolition, erasure,
coverup and concealment.

In 1955, the Institute of Forensic
Medicine was established in Abu Kabir,
having started out as part of Tel Aviv
University and was left behind when the
university moved elsewhere. According
to Amnon Bar Or, an Israeli architect
and expert on heritage conservation and
reconstruction, the term “embarrassment
space”, which he coined and wrote about in
the Maaravissue dedicated to Abu Kabir, is
suitable for describing the neighborhood.
Bar Or points to the embarrassment space
of Abu Kabir as one made up of isolated
and mutually alienated islands, of various
and contradictory cultural meanings.? The

Noga Kadman, Erased from Space and Consciousness: Israel and the Depopulated Palestinian Villages
of 1948 (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2015)..

2 Golan, “Abu Kabir”.

vaffa itself was annexed to Tel Aviv in October 1949,

Amnon Bar Or, “The Embarrassment Archipelago — Thoughts of Conservation in Abu-Kabir”,
Maarav 30 (Spring 2021). https://tinyurl.com/2unx9c5k
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CONSERVATION OR
COLONIAL MIRAGE?

YARA SHAHINE-GHARABLE

In an interview with Youssef Asfour, a
Yaffa-born historian who grew up as a
child in Abu Kabir, he explains what made
him study the neighborhood as a test
case. Asfour starts by arguing that in
order for a nation to construct a national
identity it must operate on several levels.
First, it must provide a history, create
a narrative, constitute an identity and
collective memory. Then, if the context is
a settler-colonial one, it must erase the
local Indigenous oppositional identity.
Asfour recalls how he studied for his first
and second degree at Tel Aviv University,
located on the ruins of the Arab village
of Sheikh Muwannis. One of the courses
he took, “Commemoration and Memory”,
led him to ask quite a few questions
about Abu Kabir, or as he calls it, “wood
sorrel hill” (yawao=dl dli), after the wild
edible flowers that used to cover it after

the rains, as a counter to the tendency
to associate Abu Kabir exclusively with
the jail.

Asfour describes Abu Kabir as a painful
chapter in the history of Palestine, and
Yaffa in particular. In the interview with
him, depicting the scene almost as if
facing a map, Asfour charted areas in
Abu Kabir while referring to the practice
of erecting monuments, which is based
on political colonialist considerations.
According to Asfour, after the occupation,
the area was first named “Haganah Park”,
to commemorate the Haganah warriors who
died in the conquest of Yaffa. He cited
Noga Kadman's book, Erased from Space
and Consciousness, which discussed the
depopulation of the Arab villages (Lifta,
Tantura, and hundreds of others) erased
in 1948 from the Israeli discourse and
highlighted the Judaization ideology
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retired, and his son Adi also works with
him, but most of the time, Avner is alone at
the shop, still producing handmade tiles,
despite his octogenarian status.

“Itis hard physical work”, said Avner,
“But I've been practicing yoga every day
for the past 40 years. Most of the time I
had Arab workers because Jews could not
stay at the job. It was too hard for them.
Today, there is no active tile factory in
Israel because of the imports. Today, Gluska
Tiles is known as a curiosity in tours of
Yaffa and southern Tel Aviv no less than
as a business, as a marker of history being
erased off the space. Even the shutter with
the bullet holes from 1948 was removed
after a driver had lost control of his car
and hit it.

The area in which Ilived on the edge
of Abu Kabir has long since been evacuated.
The few Jewish inhabitants who had
registered their land were compensated,
but most had to face huge lawsuits and
seizures until they agreed to evacuate

without compensation. The plans for the
area known as the Nez Lagoyim Compound
include office and residential buildings
on the scale of 2,000 housing units. The
concept of erasing entire populations
in the name of nationality has been
replaced by the logic of erasing longtime
inhabitants in the name of market forces.

To conclude, on a personal note, when
I took upon myself to interview Jews with
a long history in Abu Kabir, I expected to
encounter hostility, denial of the Arab
past, and unwillingness to discuss these
subjects during wartime. To my surprise,
however, my interviewees, Avner Gluska,
Yossi Elazar and his wife Edna were not
only willing to talk about the past, they
mourned it. Facing a reality of daily horror
and despair, they waxed nostalgic and
wondered if it would ever be possible
to resume life in a multilingual society,
with plenty of room for friendships that
cross religious and national boundaries.
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It was an odd living space. A neglected
uncultivated field, sparsely dotted with
improvised or ruined buildings, on the
square between Ben Zvi and Nes LaGoyim
and Grinbaum and Heinrich Heine streets.
At its empty center was a sparse grove,
home to the remains of a small military
base that was bulldozed but not completely.
From time to time, you could see a jackal
wandering about in the open area that
ended in a gas station on Ben Zvi St. (the
old road to Jerusalem), at the entrance
to which stands a 20 mm cannon of the
type used on Operation Leaven. Apart for
some additional families and renters,
it had a grocery store, two synagogues,
a carpentry shop, a drug rehabilitation
center and a building supplies store. One
of the buildings which styled itself as
“building supplies” was home to a densely
packed group of Chinese workers. The
streets had no names, and officially, all
the houses were listed under Nes LaGoyim
53, the address of the Ort School located
at the entrance to the block.

In the garden of the house I rented
were several orange trees, and an old bitter
orange tree that testified to the orchards
that used to cover the area. The bitter
orange (hushhash) is used as the basis for
the other citrus trees that are grafted on
to it. Often, orchard owners would leave
them as they were, prickly with small and
bitter fruits, to mark their plots. In all
the years I lived there I wondered whether
the bitter orange tree was part of the
boundary of an old orchard, or designated
for a grafting prevented by the war.
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When my eldest son was born I used
to take him in the stroller on long walks
to different areas in Yaffa and Tel Aviv.
Often, when walking north on Herzl St., I
thought about how we were passing by the
fortified position where my grandfather
kept watch during the war. Some of the
old buildings in the area still bore bullet
scars, like one of the shutters of Gluska
Tiles, whose sign proudly states that it is
there since 1936. I have often wondered
about this place, but never had a chance
to visit it until the opportunity offered
by this booklet.

Gluska Tiles is located on 130 Herzl
St., up the hill from which Abu Kabir
commanded southeastern Tel Aviv. In 1936,
Jacob Gluska opened the workshop there,
together with his Arab partner Khalil
Abu Shindi. Together they manufactured
painted tiles that adorned countless
houses in Yaffa and Tel Aviv. On the walls of
the workshop, you can see the examples of
colorful arabesques next to monochromatic
geometric designs - a kind of catalogue
of fashions forgotten or erased.

In 1948, Abu Shindi feared for his own
and his family’s life and moved to Amman,
Jordan. In a handshake agreement, he sold
his part of the business to his Jewish
partner, hoping to return several months
later once the fighting had subsided.
He never returned to his home, nor to
his family’s lands near the Hassan Bek
Mosque, but the two old partners did meet
again in Gaza after it was occupied in
1967. Jacob’s son Avner, continued with
the family business after his father had



GLUSKA TILES:
A JEWISH TESTIMONY
FROM ABU KABIR

URI KEINAN

The exchanges of fire between Jews from
Tel Aviv and Palestinians from Abu Kabir -
which was situated on a hill and had a
commanding view of the road to Jerusalem -
went on for months. Until in late April
1948, the Haganah fighters in southern
Herzl St. noticed a weird silence. That
night passed with no shooting, and when
the morning came, three fighters were
selected to go up the hill and patrol
the road to the village. One of them
was my grandfather, Zvi Keinan. When
they reached the village, they found it
hastily abandoned, with nobody in sight.
The houses were empty. Furniture and
domestic tools were strewn all over
the place. My granddad noticed a Singer
sewing machine. As a child, still in Poland,
his father had worked as a tailor, and now
he took a fancy to the machine with the
pedal mechanism and ornamentations.

He took it home. I used to play with it as
a child.

Sixty years later, I moved to live in the
area. The house I rented was built by my
homeowner, Yossi Elazar, as an extension
of the shack were he grew up. In 1953,
Yossi’s father bought the shack and the
field around it from a Palestinian who
moved to Ajami. Two years before that,
the Elazar family arrived from Bulgaria
to Acre. With help from relatives, the
father collected the 500 pounds required
for the purchase and sealed it with a
handshake, without official registration.
Years later, when the authorities asked
him to pay an extra 100 pounds to register
the ownership, he had no money left.
During the entire ten years that I lived
there with my family, payment requests
would arrive by mail several times
a month.
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uprooted during the Nakba. After its
occupation by the military, the Absentee
Property Law was imposed on the house
and it was appropriated.

Until 1948, Abu Kabir was close to the
industrial and commercial hubs of the
Yaffa-Tel Aviv space, but the area around
it was sparsely built and largely rural.
Powerful stakeholders, including the Tel
Aviv Municipality, public construction
companies and the Histadrut Jewish labor
federation were interested in evacuating
the Jews who squatted in the area during
and after the war, but there was no
alternative housing for them. On December
10, the neighborhood was annexed to Tel
Aviv, and the Israeli government ordered
the municipality to provide services
to its inhabitants. The municipality
argued that it was unable to provide
appropriate services to the inhabitants
of the former Arab neighborhoods without
government aid.

The first entity to undertake the
development of the Abu Kabir area was
the Histadrut’s Shikun company, the
largest Israeli construction company at

the time, which sought to build a large
housing complex for veteran Histadrut
members. This initiative led other public
construction companies to demand that
plots in Abu Kabir be allocated for the
construction of housing complexes
for members of the standing army and
army veterans and members of various
political movements. In early 1950, plots
were transferred to the JNF in order to
be allotted to the companies engaged
in building a new neighborhood called
Kiryat Shalom. The total land area was 880
dunams, and the plan was to build 4,400
housing units. The area was in the eastern
part of Abu Kabir, with mostly orchards
and fields, but also several dozens of
previously Arab houses.

After the Nakba, the orchard owners
lost their properties, but some of them
(according to Asfour) kept working in them.
In 1972 the orchards were destroyed and
sold and instead, houses were built for
new Jewish immigrants. This way, Abu Kabir
became a purely Jewish neighborhood,
just as happened elsewhere, in all parts
of occupied Palestine.
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whose noise was greater than the damaged
it actually caused, and which terrorized
the people of Abu Kabir, many of whom fled
their homes, never to return. In fact, the
Haganah laid siege to Yaffa.

The first operation against Abu
Kabir was carried out on February 13,
1948. Four Zionist platoons attacked Abu
Kabir from several directions. Two of them
failed to break through the Palestinian
fortifications and were forced to retreat.
A third managed to break through and
to blow up four houses. The fourth
platoon attacked from the direction of
the Jerusalem Road and stormed the
Palestinian command at the center of the
neighborhood. The Haganah forces managed
to kill the local command, Abdul Rahman
Abu Rahma and his deputies. Thirteen
Palestinians died.

The fighting on the Yaffa-Tel Aviv
front intensified with the Irgun attack
on Manshiyya on April 25, 1948, in a failed
attempt to conquer Yaffa. On April 28, the
focus of the fighting shifted eastwards,
when the Haganah initiated Operation
Leaven,* which tightened the noose
around Yaffa. After a ceasefire on May 1,
Yaffa survived thanks to the presence of
British troops. A few days later, its outer
neighborhoods, including Abu Kabir, were
abandoned by their defenders and fell
into the hands of the Haganah.

Under these circumstances and given
the expected evacuation of the British
troops on May 15, those of Yaffa's leaders
who remained began negotiating with the
Jewish side. On May 13, the surrender
agreement was signed. The next day, once
the British left, the Haganah occupied
Yaffa and imposed martial law.

The fighting caused considerable
destruction of buildings and
infrastructures in Abu Kabir and the
surrounding area. After Yaffa's fall, Abu
Kabir was renamed, and its boundaries
redrawn. Today it is officially called Neve
Ofer, although the name Abu Kabir is used
much more often by both Arabs and Jews.
After the Israeli occupation, Abu Kabir
became completely transformed. And yet,
although the neighborhood is no longer
recognizable as such, some buildings
did survive, among other things thanks
to Jewish squatters.

North of Abu Kabir, a huge building
survived (today on Ben Zvi Road), with
two stories and a patch of land. The house
belonged to Al-Azza (8j=Jl) family. Like
most wealth Palestinian families, it
immigrated abroad, to the US (according to
historian Youssef Asfour and Abu Kabirite
Youssef Ahmad Abu Kaoud). Originally a
well house, in the years 1954-2007 it
served as the Kabir shooting range club.
Many members of the Al-Azza family were

The operation took place during the Passover period. In preparation for Passover, observant Jews
cleanse their houses of all foodstuffs made of leavened dough, so that the operation’s name alluded
to that religious practice. At the same time, it also betrayed its purpose: the ethnic cleansing of vaffa.
Shortly afterwards, the Haganah initiated Operation Leaven Cleansing in Haifa, with similar results.
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THE DEPOPULATION OF
ABU KABIR AND ITS
ANNEXATION TO TEL AVIV

YARA SHAHINE-GHARABLE

The UN Partition Plan in November 1947 led
to increased nationalist tensions in the
country. According to the plan, Yaffa would
be an Arab enclave within the territory
of the Jewish State. The area east of the
southern section of Herzl Street, up to
the Yaffa-Jerusalem road, and northeast
of that road - an area partly within Yaffa's
municipal jurisdiction and partly within
its planning sphere - was taken out of the
enclave. Thus, Abu Kabir, the Saknat, the
built areas east and south of Abu Kabir, as
well as the Jewish neighborhoods built
on Abu Kabir’s lands - all were included
in the Jewish State.

The sporadic violent clashes that
started in early December 1947 quickly
became a position war, and the municipal
line separating Yaffa from Tel Aviv became
a frontline. Yaffa became an enclave
surrounded by Jewish territory. Control

of the roads leading to Tel Aviv from the
south of the country and Jerusalem, which
passed through Abu Kabir, became the most
important strategic asset held by the
Arab command in Yaffa. Southern Herzl St.
was blocked to Jewish traffic, which was
redirected eastwards to an alternative
route that passed from southern Tel Aviy,
bypassing Abu Kabir from the northeast,
and arriving in Rishon LeZion.

In February 1948, the Jewish Haganah
militia began raiding positions in Abu
Kabir used by Arab and Palestinian
fighters to attack the nearby Jewish
neighborhoods, as part of the resistance
to the Zionist project. In response, the
Arabs reinforced their positions and the
fighting intensified. In March, both sides
began using mortars, some of which were
homemade, such as the Davidka mortar
(according to historian Youssef Asfour),
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bulldozers began the construction work,
in violation of the company’s promise to
await the court’s ruling on the second
lawsuit, filed by Yaffans whose families
were buried in the graveyard.

Eli Ovadiah, a Jewish inhabitant who
witnessed the demolition of 300 graves,
called on reporters and politicians to stop
the destruction. He had this to say in an
interview for Haaretz: “It was terrible
to see skulls and skeletons strewn all
over the place.. I have an interest in the
construction of the new neighborhood but
my conscience would not have been quiet
had Ilived in a house built upon graves”.”
The subject was discussed in parliament
on January 29, 1992, where Arab MP Abd
al-Wahab Daraushe argued that the Mayor
of Tel Aviv, Shlomo Lahat, “is not a man of
peace if he does not make peace within
his city”. Daraushe also wondered how
Lahat and Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin

were planning to recognize a Palestinian
State in the Occupied Territory while being
unable to recognize a Muslim cemetery
in Tel Aviv.®®

Nevertheless, in October 1993, the
court allowed the construction works
arguing that the graveyard was neglected
and that the claimants were unable to
indicate their families’ graves upon
visiting the site. A month later, the
Supreme Court ruled similarly on the
appeal, arguing that the Tel Aviv Outline
Plan had changed the land’s designation
from graveyard to construction site back
in 1988, so that the Muslim community
expressed its opposition too late. The
courts in Israel obviously ignored the
forced eviction of the people of Abu Kabir
in 1948, which led to the “neglect” of the
cemetery and the authorities' failure to
protect the holy property of the wagf.

7 Huss, M., & Margalit, T. (2024). “You cannot really live (or die) here” — Ongoing struggles over Muslim
cemeteries in Tel Aviv-Jaffa, 1957—2020. Environment and Planning D, 42(5-6), 604-624.
https://doi.org/10.1177/02637758241244595 (Original work published 2024)

8 378th Plenary Meeting of the 12th Knesset, January 29, 1992 (Hebrew).
https://fs.knesset.gov.il/12/Plenum/12_ptm_531932.pdf
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SHEIKH MURAD CEMETERY"

DR. MICHAL HUSS

The Muslim cemetery of Sheikh Murad
is situated in Tel a-Rish, within the
municipal area of Saknat Abu Kabir. It
developed around a tomb of a Muslim
saint from the Mamluk period (1260-1517),
decorated with Arabic inscriptions from
the 14" century. The tomb structure is made
of two connected rooms, with domed roofs,
located on a sandstone hill. At the edges
of the cemetery area, earthen houses of
poor Hourani laborers were built, which
the British authorities demolished in
response to the 1936 Arab Revolt. After
the Nakba and the uprooting of Abu Kabir's
Palestinians, the cemetery fell into disuse.
The 1950 Absent Property Law, which
referred to the Palestinian refugees as

"absentees”, also included waqf properties
(that is, community properties managed
by religious institutions) under the
definition of “absentee property” -
including cemeteries - and these were
expropriated by the state.

In 1969, the Sheikh Murad graveyard
was transferred to the Israel Land
Administration, which sold it to the
Halamish Government-Municipal
Housing Company. In 1999, Halamish
decided to build a new neighborhood
on the cemetery grounds. In response,
Palestinians from Yaffa protested outside
the company offices and even filed two
lawsuits to suspend the construction. The
court rejected the first and Halamish’s
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When were the biarat expropriated by
the state?

Today there are no more biarat, except
for biarat Daka and Abu Seif and Jakhlab
in Bat Yam, very small, around 100 meters
square. Not like the one we had, 40,000
meters... I mean dunam, the dunam being
1,000 meters... They took away our biara.
In the 1970s. And biarat Abu Ramadan was
taken before ours by two or three years
[..] and they also took biaratBarakat.. But
the Barakat family palace still exists on
the corner of Beersheba and Gaza Street,
until today... They even made conservation
work for it [..].

In 1972, the orchard owners were
uprooted from their properties and from
the orchards themselves. All the orchards
were evacuated of their owners by order
of the “bulldozer machine”, supported
by the police, which started destroying
the orchards sold by the nunnery, after
pressure had been brought to bear on
the nunnery, and in return they gave the
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property to the Israel Land Administration,
which took over the Palestinian refugees’
lands [since 1948]. Instead, buildings
were erected to house new Jews on
the orchard lands, and that’s how the
neighborhood became purely Jewish, just
like the other total erasure acts that the
occupation state continued carrying out
after 1948.

One last question, if you could go back
in time, would you return to Abu Kabir?

You bet! [..] But of course I'd go back
only if I lived in my liberty and freedom...
not like that.. not like now [..]. To work
in the biara.. and with the farm animals...
the cows... horses... To pick from the biara
all kinds of fruits.. We had everything...
Everything nature has to offer.. From
fruits like sugar apple, pomegranates,
mulberries, grapes, peaches, red guava,
grapefruit.. to the sweet-and-sour...
However much I tell you won’t be enough
because there’s so much to say about it....



how to cultivate the land and [how to
value] its benefits.. We had a plot that we
cultivated.. plantation... orchard.. horses...
sheep and everything...

And how was it for you?

I worked while studying. I was also
in school [..] after that, as I grew and
matured, I went to work as a car mechanic...

How was your childhood in Abu Kabir?

The greatest. The greatest... really the
greatest.. We used to go back from school...
I studied in Terra Santa, we used to walk
on foot from Terra Santa School all the
way to Abu Kabir... Rain or shine.. We used
to go back from school directly to work,
walk in the biara, work and pick oranges
and clementines and mandarins... Do you
want to hear about the fruits’ names? [...]

In Abu Kabir we had clementine,
mandarin [..] several kinds of clementine...
We also had pomegranate... They even called
it “mule’s head” (J=uJl guly), because it
was big [..]

Most of the society in Abu Kabir could
be characterized as a peasant society,
or not necessarily?

No, I don’t think.. Everyone who was
in Abu Kabir was us... and the Abu Ramadan
family [who still live in Yaffa] and others...
These used to live in Abu Kabir... with our
family... The rest were expelled or forced
to leave; they are no more.. So they told
everyone without exception and frightened
the people by saying, “Listen... the Jews
are planning to enter..”. Somebody from a

Palestinian family [..] was like a dealer,
a land broker, who frightened the people
here.. He told the people in Abu Kabir,
you had better leave or the Jews will
slaughter you. [...]

I remember my father telling that he
told [the dealer], “So what, let them come
and slaughter me, I'm staying here. I'm
going to die anyway, I'd rather die here.
My father stayed in the biara because
then his Palestinian neighbor who had
been expelled and thought he could return
asked my dad to look over his place {Yousef
points with his hand}: “Here, water the
biara and cultivate it until we return..
The neighbor gave my dad the keys [..]
My father’s still waiting for him... But my
father’s dead.

May his memory be blessed, God willing,
tell me about your father?

My father’s name is Ahmad... Ahmad Abu
Kaoud. He was born in Abu Kabir and died
there... in Saknat Darwish in Abu Kabir. It
was not far from the center of Abu Kabir.
He went out every day to work and returned
to Abu Kabir. In 1948, as fate would have
it, we stayed in Abu Kabir. Until my father
passed away, and then we moved to Ajami.
In 1972 we left Abu Kabir. I got married and
the entire family moved to the area near
Fahri Jdai [whose pharmacy is located
on Hilwe (Yefet) Street].

Today you’'re still in Ajami, right?

Yes, since then I'm still in Ajami,
right in the same place, near Haj Kahil
on Yefet.

128



I remember how one day, my father
told me how he refused to take the
splendid carpets from one of the palaces
in the neighborhood, after the soldiers
had asked him to do so. “I hope the family
would return to its palace and breathe
new life into it”.

What about the Saknat and the lands in
Abu Kabir?

I remember al-Kasar Palace, which
still stands. I also remember Himmou's
Orchard and Biarat Barakat, and Tasu
(cemetery), of course.

What about the jail, the detention facility
now there? What used to be there?

This was also a biara, of course. Those
who are today in America, [the biara] right
in front of the jailhouse..al-Gaza family.
They had a biara and now, next to that,
there’s a parking lot or a car dealership...
They even took some of that family’s land
and made a street out of it, and what's in
front of that, there was a Jew of Persian
origin who invaded that land and nothing
was taken from him [by the government].
I remember it well; they took from the
Palestinian and expropriated the land and
told him it was for public use...”.

Do you know what happened in 1948?
Certainly.. At the time, as my father
described it.. When the army arrived and
entered Abu Kabir, we used to live in
Biarat al-Rahbat, so the nuns [..] upon
hearing of the entry of the Zionist forces
[..] surrounded the entire biara [areal
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with French flags, all of it, and then they
[the Zionist forces] could not approach
the biara, the house, nothing. They started
asking my father for drinking water... My
father told me he had told them to build
a kitlit [..] it’s like a basin or pool [...]
my father opened a kind of hole in the
wall, and the water he would give the
farm animals flowed out [..].

You were born in Abu Kabir. How did you
get to Ajami afterwards?

When I got married I moved to Ajami.
We kept living in the biarain Abu Kabir...
The government came and asked to buy our
biara[..] The nuns had sold the property...
They sold the biara.. But they didn't tell
us.. The government came to us... My father
told them, how do you want to buy the
biara? Without knowing anything about
the people here and about this place?
And the size of the property.. Eventually
they forced my dad to sell the land... They
said, here’s the money in return, and took
the biara.

Was there any resistance to this coerced
sale? An uprising or refusal?

Sure, sure, there was a conflict and a
debate.. But they took it from us... Nothing
could stop them, they took the biara..
Also, the nuns had sold beforehand and we
didn’t know and had no option to decide
about our fate in Abu Kabir...

Did you work in the biara?
Sure, sure, dad was a biari, we kept
on, ever since childhood we learned



TESTIMONY

YOUSSEF AHMAD
ABU KAOUD

AUGUST 2024

YARA SHAHINE-GHARABLE

Youssef Ahmad Abu Kaoud was born in Abu
Kabir with the establishment of the State
of Israel in 1948. His age is that of the
new state that rose upon the ashes of the
Palestinian towns and villages. Today, he
lives in Ajami, Yaffa, where the interview
was conducted.

Yara: Can you tell me what you remember
from Abu Kabir?

Yousef: I was born in the French
Hospital [today, The Yaffa Hotell, right
across the Collége des Fréres school
[which is still active]. In Abu Kabir, I
lived in the Al-Rahbat (Nuns) Grove - it
is no longer existent, today there are
housing blocks instead. The neighborhood
was full of citrus orchards owned by
Palestinian families, such as the Abu
Ramadan and Tabje families, in addition
to my own, although my family lived

in the grove owned by the St. Joseph
nuns. The land area was 25 dunams, and
included many kinds of citrus fruits,
such as oranges, clementines, mandarins,
pomegranates, sugar apples, and red and
white guavas. We lived in the well house
(biara), and my father was responsible
for picking the fruits and caring for the
biara trees, and in return, my family
gained considerable benefits from the
various crops, because my father was a
biari or biarji - the person living and
handling the biara, which was under his
responsibility. The nunnery extended its
patronage to the biara, the area were
we lived was owned by the nunnery. In
1948, had the nunnery not hoisted the
French flags on its walls, the Zionist
forces would have taken over it, just
as they have taken over buildings
in Yaffa. [..]
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referred to as Saknat. One of these is
Tel a-Rish (today, Tel Giborim in Holon),
whose inhabitants made a living growing
vegetables on land leased from the
Jerusalemite Khalidi family.

The people of Abu Kabir played an
important part in the resistance to the
Mandate rule and Zionism, which was led
by the poorest and most marginalized
sectors in the Arab population against
the pacification attempts of the local
dignitaries and the rulers of the Arab
countries, who sought understandings with
the British. Violence erupted in the area
in the 1921 and 1929 rebellions. During
the Arab Revolt of 1936-39, as part of a
large-scale punitive operation in Yaffa,
the British demolished 300 “illegal” shacks
in Abu Kabir and another 350 near the
Sheikh Murad Cemetery (today in Shapira
neighborhood).*

In February 1948, the Haganah
militia attacked the Saknatas part of its
attempt to encircle Yaffa, and in early
May, their inhabitants surrendered and

were evacuated, some to the diaspora
and others to the Ajami Ghetto, where
the few Palestinians who remained in
Yaffa were concentrated. In an interview
conducted with her as part of the Maarav
research project, Abu Ramadan recalls the
Nakba events:

We stayed, and the shells got right to our
house. [..] All our neighbors had left except
for us. [..] There was a group of Arabs who
collaborated with the Jews, they used to
bring [the resistance fighters] bullets full
of useless powder. You shoot the bullet
and it does nothing, less than a stone. It
was betrayal. [...]

Those who betrayed came from outside.
Indeed, an army came from Jordan and
Syria to defend Palestine. I saw them in Tel
a-Rish. [..] but they did not attack. [..] In
Lydda and Ramle there was some fighting,
but King Hussein [Abdallah] helped the
Jews. [..] How could the Arabs hold on?
[..] My brother-in-law was shot there
and died. In Yaffa no [serious fighting].*

Matan Kaminer, “Among the Well Houses: The Saknat of Abu Kabir”, Maarav 30 (Spring 2021):

222-24 (Hebrew).
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This entire complex was surrounded by a
wall, next to which a public water facility
(sabil) was installed for the benefit of
passers-by and their livestock.

These distinct housing configurations
embodied a new class consciousness in
Palestine. A gap yawned between the
tenant farmers whose houses are rarely
mentioned, whether in architectural
research or in Palestinian historiography,
and the landowners whose magnificent well
houses - the “palaces of Yaffa” - occupy
center stage in the literature. The Tel Aviv
Municipality is even considering a plan to
rehabilitate the well houses - preserving
the structures themselves but ignoring
the modern Palestinian urban history
they represent.*?

Thus, Saknat Abu Kabir became part
of a “rurban” fabric based on modern
plantation economy, and its inhabitants
no longer just supplied the fruit, but
also transported it, packaged it and
loaded it on ships sailing from the Yaffa
port. Next to the Egyptian immigrants’
descendants, Abu Kabir became home to
a variety of immigrants and minority
groups, including Kurds and Syrians from
the Hauran area, located near northern
Palestine, and Palestinian peasants forced
off arable lands purchased by the Zionist
movement. All built buildings and shacks
for themselves, together with workshops
that kept expanding eastwards. Just as the
housing configuration in the Saknat was
unique, different from both the villages
with their traditional stone houses and
the dense city centers, so were the Saknat

133 2 Allweil, “Plantation”.

residents, those half-rural, half-urban
workers, unique in referring to themselves
as birawiya (from biara). Many years later,
Subhiya Abu Ramadan, who grew up in
Tel a-Rish, would tell anthropologists
Haim Hazan and Daniel Monterescu that
the locals used that adjective to
differentiate themselves from both
peasants and urbanites.”

A close view of the Saknat offers the
opportunity of reexamining the popular
resistance to the British Mandate and the
Zionist movement, its protégé. Political
sociologist Matan Kaminer wrote about
Abu Kabir as part of a documentation and
research project by Maarav, a Hebrew
online journal on art and culture.
According to Kaminer, in the 1920s and
30s, the country underwent economic
development, involving however the
growing dispossession of Palestinian
peasants from arable lands purchased
by the Zionist organizations. Many of
the displaced peasants migrated to
the coastal cities, where the racist
“Jewish Labor” policy locked them out of
many workplaces.

In the process, the agricultural
space between Yaffa and Wadi Musrara
(Ayalon River) was partly urbanized, and
the southern section of Herzl Street,
connecting Tel Aviv to the Yaffa-Jerusalem
Road (today, Ben-Zvi Road) was paved
next to the houses. Around the road rose
Herzl Hill neighborhood, overcrowded
with poor Jewish population. The Arab
population in the area also grew in several
concentrations, not all of which were
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fabric, and even dictated the area’s urban 1.
development and road network.’ Qut of this
rural landscape grew a unique architectural
complex that challenged the Western urban- 2.
rural and modern-traditional dichotomies.”
This complex, which emerged spontaneously
without architectural planning, was called
a biara (well house). It included three
main elements: 3.

©  Golan, “Abu Kabir”.
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A water storage pool connected to a
system of canals used to irrigate
the crops;

A well next to or above which an
opulent summer mansion was built -
these mansions would later become
permanent residences for the rich
families of Yaffa;

Sheds for the landless tenant farmers.

 vael Allweil, “Plantation: Modern-Vernacular Housing and Settlement in Ottoman Palestine, 1858-1918”,

Architecture Beyond Europe (ABE) 9—10 (July 2016): 1-25.
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east of Yaffa. They included at least the
names he listed: Ajami, Nuzha, Hourshid,
Irshid, Jabaliyya and Manshiyya. He also
added that by the late 1930s, with Yaffa's
expansion, it included six Saknat.

Abu Kabir, the largest of the Saknat,
was named after a town in the Nile delta.
It was located on the historical road to
Jerusalem, laced with monasteries and
churches; the Russian St. Peter’s Church,
completed in 1894, was built on its land,
on a sandstone hill (today, adjacent to
Groves Park). The Saknat were farming
communities of a new kind, built outside
the city walls, challenging the distinction
between urban and rural settlements. They
relied on innovative irrigation techniques
imported from Egypt in order to provide
most of the food for Yaffa's rapidly
growing urban population.® In the following
years, the processes of modernization
and expansion beyond the city walls
accelerated, and kept challenging the
spatial disconnection between the city
and its rural hinterland.

In 1878, all the Saknat in the Yaffa
area were located in farmlands. All were
established next to main roads, with
another road connecting some to the
adjacent main road. In those years, most
of the roads were not paved, apart for the
Yaffa-Jerusalem road, whose paving was
completed already in 1869. These roads
led to and from Yaffa and connected it to

Ibid.
Golan, “Abu Kabir”.
Golan, “Abu Kabir”.
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other cities in Palestine.’ It therefore
seems that these Saknat served as quasi-
suburbs of Yaffa. The Saknat enveloped
the city on all sides apart for the west,
mainly in the south and east, on fertile
lands rather than on the non-arable sandy
lands to the northeast.

Like all fortified Palestinian cities,
Yaffa began growing out of its walls, which,
as mentioned, were completely destroyed
by 1991, and its new neighborhoods
mixed with the Saknat, creating a new
urban typology. Yaffa's districts and
neighborhoods were influenced by the
Ottoman Land Code of 1858, legislated
in order to regulate and register land
titles and cancel the traditional model of
property ownership based on cultivation.
The reform turned land into an economic
asset and a source of class inequalities
between the landowners who controlled
huge territories and the peasants who
became tenants, having lost ownership
of the lands they had been cultivating
for generations. Following these changes,
Palestine and the Yaffa area in particular
developed a capitalist cash crop economy,
relying on modern methods and cheap
labor to produce farming commodities
designated for export (to neighboring
Arab countries and even Europe).

Yaffa included some 10,000 dunams
(~2,500 acres) of orange and other fruit
groves, which became part of the urban



THE FOUNDING OF THE EGYPT
IAN SAKNAT AROUND YAFFA
AND THE HISTORY
OF ABU KABIR

DR. MICHAL HUSS AND YARA SHAHINE-GHARABLE

Saknat Abu Kabir was established next to
Saknat Hamd and Saknat Al-‘Araine east
of Yaffa in the 1830s. Their founders
were Egyptian immigrants who arrived
in Palestine on the heels of the military
campaign of Egyptian ruler Muhammad
Ali, who had rebelled against the Ottoman
rule and taken control of Palestine until
1841. According to LeVine, the massive
Egyptian immigration into Yaffa upon
the arrival of Ibrahim Pasha, Muhammad
Ali's son, who fought against the Ottoman
Empire, founded neighborhoods such as
Abu Kabir and Irshid, whose names clearly
referred to their towns of origin in the

Nile delta. In 1881, British orientalist
Edward Palmer published a list of locales
in Palestine, with commentaries, including
11 Saknat in the Yaffa area: Darwish, Abu
Kabir, Hamed or Al-Denaity, Al-Abid, Al-
‘Araine, Jabaliyya, Al-Masaleh, Sheikh
Ibrahim, Al-/Abu Sabil, Al-Musriyya, and
Al-Barusin.®

Yaffa’'s population thus included
locals and Egyptians. Apparently, most
immigrants into Yaffa were Egyptians. In
his book, LeVine elaborated on the workers’
neighborhoods or Saknat established
during the Egyptian occupation outside
the 01d City walls to the north, south and
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of Palestine in 1917, after which the
Yaffa area became the center of Zionist
settlements, not to mention the fact
that its port was the main gateway for
Jewish immigrants. The conflict involved
a series of clashes, including the May
1921 rebellion. The Yaffa harbor was one
of the triggers for the Arab Revolt of
1936-39, after Arab dockworkers found a
large shipment of weapons smuggled for
the Zionist movement in October 1935,
and the city became the first arena of
the revolt in April 1936.

In the meantime the Jewish city
of Tel Aviv continued prospering and
expanding in all directions, and its
local council, established in 1923,
became a municipality in 1934. Several
Jewish border neighborhoods remained
subordinated to the Yaffa Municipality
until the Nakba, including Ezra and
HaTikva. The Tel Aviv Municipality tried
to annex these neighborhoods in 1945,

but ran into Palestinian-Arab opposition,
particularly as in the meantime a wall
of Jewish settlement had surrounded
Yaffa, from Tel Aviv to the north, through
HaTikva and Mikve Israel neighborhoods
to the east, to the towns of Bat Yam and
Holon to the south.

Nevertheless, Yaffa expanded and
flourished. It spread beyond the 0l1d
City, and its neighborhoods beyond the
walls included Irshid and Manshiyya to
the north, Ajami and Jabaliyya to the
south, and to the east - Nuzha, Bassa,
Karm al-Tut, Abu Kabir, Tel a-Rish, Saknat
Darwish, and more. The city’s economy
also developed with the doubling of the
orange and fish exports, and the founding
of factories that, as mentioned, attracted
laborers from all over the Arab world.
Still, Yaffa was located in the area with
the highest Zionist population density
in all of Palestine.’

Ruth Kark and Aviv Oppenheim, “The Development of the Egyptian Saknat in the Yaffa Area in the
Nineteenth Century”, Ariel 210-211 (August 2015): 159-76.
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immigration wave, houses belonging to
Palestinian who were now refugees were
taken over by Jews. Some of the city’s
territory was annexed to the Jewish
towns of Bat Yam and Holon to the south,
and most of its lands, properties and
undertakings were taken over by the Tel
Aviv Municipality, which became the Tel
Aviv-Yaffa Municipality. Over the years,
Yaffa's status as the proverbial backyard
of the “city that never sleeps” became an
incontestable fact. Tel Aviv’s accelerated
development gradually filled the orchards
with buildings and streets, and the well
houses were destroyed or abandoned.
Those let standing were mostly dwarfed
by the urban fabric.

In his book Overthrowing Geography,
Mark LeVine, a historian of the modern
Middle East, quotes Prime Minister David
Ben-Gurion in a meeting of the provisional
government, a month after the fall of Yaffa,
about “preventing the return” of the Arab
population to Yaffa. To illustrate, he used
the example of the border neighborhood
of Abu Kabir:

If we can prevent cabs from stopping here
at night - that would be a great relief. If
Abu Kabir returns once again - that would
be impossible. The world must understand
that we are 700,000 against 27 million, one
per forty. Under no circumstances would

we accept Abu Kabir as an Arab territory
once more.?

Thus, according to LeVine, Abu Kabir is
metonymical of the Palestinian presence
in Yaffa, serving as an iconic metaphor
for siege, whereas the reality in the
area was exactly the opposite, in other
words, Tel Aviv and its satellite towns
surrounded Yaffa.

Inan interview with Yaffan historian
Youssef Asfour, he said: “The lands of
Abu Kabir neighborhood, like the rest of
Yaffa’'s lands, are considered among the
most fertile in all Palestine, and we can
therefore find many citrus and other
fruits in the multiple plantations
and orchards covering most of Yaffa's
historical area, which was famous for its
orange exports”.

In his book Blood on Stone. The
Yaffa Garrison and its Military Action
(Sl lglodg BL duol> -jm> Gle o),
Bilal Shalash challenges conventional
thinking and tries to shake the dust off
Yaffa's days of resistance.* Shalash studied
the activities of the Palestinian-Arab
resistance fighters, buried under the
ruins of the neighborhoods of Manshiyya,
Abu Kabir, Tel a-Rish and other fronts. He
argues that Yaffa was a major conflict
zone for the colonialist Zionist project,
particularly since the British occupation

Mark LeVine, Overthrowing Geography: Yaffa, Tel Aviy, and the Struggle for Palestine, 1880-1948

(Berkeley: University of california Press, 2005), 212.

Bilal M. Shalash, Blood on Stone. The Yaffa Garrison and its Military Action: Study and Documents
(December 1947-April 1948) (Doha, Qatar: Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, 2019) (Arabic).
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the new neighborhoods, which became the
core of the built urban area, and the 01d
City and port. Abu Kabir became a thriving
area, full of history and attractions for
passers-by. The neighborhood was filled
with shops, cafés, various businesses such
as car repair garages, a flour mill, and
ice factories. It also boasted a vibrant
community and religious life. Photo 4
indicates the crowded residences next
to holy places, see the minaret and the
Russian church.

According to leading Israeli
historical geographer Arnon Golan, the
battle for the occupation of Abu Kabir by
Jewish militias in 1948

caused a considerable destruction of
buildings and infrastructures [..] - a
journalist who visited Abu Kabir about two
weeks after Yaffa had been occupied [the
city surrendered on May 13] described the
abandonment, uprooting and destruction in
the former Arab neighborhood: “Everything
that used to be alive and vibrant: the
flour mill, the ice factory, the shops and
cafés - all were ruined and destroyed
irreparably, completely abandoned. [..]
I walk around streets with no name, with
not a single human soul in sight [..]".2

Evidently, before the occupation the area
was perceived in the Hebrew press as
teeming with life, whereas after it, Abu

Kabir became a ghost town. After the area
was occupied by the Zionist militias, and
following the declaration of statehood on
May 14, it became part of Tel Aviv. As was
the case in countless other locations in
the country, commemoration sites were
established, which on the one hand glorify
the occupiers and ethnic cleansers, and
on the other, systematically erase the
Palestinian identity, relegating it to the
role of the Other.

On the eve of the Nakba, with the
citrus orchards in Yaffa and the entire
country at their fullest, there were almost
230 well houses; some of them were
veritable palaces. At that time, the city
was home to about 100,000 people. The UN
Partition Plan, approved in November 1947,
stated that Yaffa would become an “Arab
enclave” within the territory of the future
Jewish state, and that its port would be
used by the Arab State. The border zone
between Yaffa and Tel Aviv became a no-
man’s land, with snipers exacting a daily
toll. On April 25, 1948, three weeks before
Israel’s Declaration of Independence, the
Irgun militia attacked Yaffa, followed on
April 27 by the Haganah militia.

By the end of the Zionist attack and
the depopulation of Yaffa, only 4,000
Palestinians remained. Many houses lay
in ruins, the orchards were neglected,
Yaffa became a closed military area,
and later on, with the massive Jewish

Arnon Golan, “Abu Kabir: From a Rural Settlement to Urban Margins”, Cathedra 160 (July 2016):

49-72 (Hebrew).
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HISTORICAL
BACKGROUND

Yaffa was a coastal town which experienced
significant growth in the 19* century.
It was a cosmopolitan hub attracting
laborers from all over the Arab world,
for work and enjoyment. It was therefore
known to all as Bride of Palestine, and
would subsequently also be called Mother

of the Stranger (L=l pT), since everyone
who lived in Yaffa felt like her son, even
when coming from far away.

Abu Kabir started out in the 1830s
as a small neighborhood of Egyptian
immigrants at the eastern edge of Yaffa.
Yaffa came to be surrounded by Saknat -
small neighborhoods or villages founded
by Egyptian peasants, during the time of
the Egyptian occupation, mainly from 1831-
1841. Some of these Saknat were named

after their inhabitants’ towns of origin
in Egypt, including Saknat Abu Kabir,
after the eponymous town in Al-Shargiya
Governorate, Egypt. Many of the Egyptian
peasants who immigrated to Palestine
did not return to their country, but
married locals, creating mixed Egyptian-
Palestinian families, such as Abu Qaoud,
Abu Ramadan, Abu Seif, and Desuqi.*

The rapid development of the urban
economy and the final destruction of the
city walls in 1881 were accompanied by the
rise of a new commercial center next to
the ancient urban core, accelerating the
development of neighborhoods from the
north and south, towards the Saknat, and
these were incorporated within them. The
result was an urban continuity between
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This repartition affirms Israel’s total
control of the discourse, the new social
composition of the Palestinian people,
and the new “privileges” that result from
that division, from that reengineering.
Therefore, I see great importance
in giving history a voice and presence,
in all aspects. This importance is not
derived only from the fact that one day
I would like to become a historian. It is
rather also a tool for the decolonization of
knowledge and information. Decolonizing
and deconstructing our own colonial
minds, and those of all who live under

Saknet Abu Kabir

Maya Yavin

oppressive settler-colonialist regimes
that are active systematically in erasing
the Other. The decolonization of the
mind refuses to succumb to the only
dictate we are currently able to see and
seeks to also think not only in terms of
“past”, but rather in terms of continuity.
I consider this writing one element in the
liberation of knowledge. For the sake of
its reconstruction and for those who yearn
to understand what really happened in
this land, those who do not compromise
when it comes to knowledge and taking
political responsibility.

77235 12R NRIDD
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need to bear in mind that after the fall
of Yaffa in 1948, it is estimated that more
than 60% of its refugees found shelter
in Gaza. In other words, many of today’s
Gazans are refugees from Yaffa in the
first place. This explains why today, we
can find in many Yaffan families relatives
from or in Gaza.

Moreover, before the outbreak of the
First Intifada in 1987, a quasi-terminal
station was active in Yaffa, in the Gazans’
Garden (8gjlj2l| dixis), now called Gan
HaShnaim - a hub for travelers between
Yaffa and Gaza, including those using
the direct Yaffa-Gaza Line (8j2-8L ba).
Gazans would arrive in Yaffa for enjoyment
and work in its prosperous market. After
the First Intifada, the situation changed.
The Zionist regime imposed sanctions
restricting freedom of movement and the
ability to exit Gaza. The workers’ back-
and-forth journey became more monitored,
more restricted, and eventually ground
to a near total halt with the outbreak of
the Second Intifada in 2000.

It is difficult for me to write about
the deep and natural relationship between
Gaza and Yaffa, even after 1948, especially
at a time when my people are being
massacred. I do not seek to paint the past
in romantic colors. However, it is essential
to realize that the colonialist logic of
partition prevents us from understanding
this connection, which involves families,
traffic, identity, and deep thoughts
about a people yearning for justice,
freedom and equality from the River to
the Sea.
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The second part of my family is Gazan.
My father was born somewhere in Al-Zaitun
neighborhood (yeul ¢,=). It straddles
both sides of the Salah"al—Din road, near
Umar al-Mukhtar Street in south Gaza
City.I got to know this side of the family
too late. We had no contact because my
parents divorced, and upon their divorce,
me and my twin sister were prevented
from getting to know the other side, my
father’s Gazan family, which at this very
moment is still in Gaza, under fire. We are
constantly at the mercy of uncertainty.

It is important for me to point to
something personal and yet essentially
political: it is not my father who denied
me and my sister the possibility of getting
to know our family in Gaza. Israel did.
Israel besieged Gaza. Since 1948, Israel has
been controlling Gaza by preventing the
refugees from returning. And particularly
since 1967, it imposed a full military
occupation which only tightened the noose
after the so-called “disengagement” in
2005. If it weren’t for the borders, it would
have been possible for us to renew that
family bond.

This practice of tearing families apart
is not unique to Gaza. It is a well-known
and highly effective practice also in the
West Bank, as well as among the Palestinian
refugees forced outside the borders of
Palestine.All Palestinians on the land and
worldwide have relatives everywhere from
the River to the Sea. The breaking down
of families contributes to the false the
false notion that the Palestinian people
are an invention, or are ahistorical.



INTRODUCTION

IN THE BEGINNING GAZA
WAS IN YAFFA — VOICES OF
THE THIRD NAKBA
GENERATION FROM YAFFA

YARA SHAHINE-GHARABLE

Had it not been for the well-known Abu
Kabir Jail, members of the third and
fourth Nakba generation in Yaffa, let
alone elsewhere, would not have been
aware of the existence of the Palestinian
neighborhood of Abu Kabir, renamed in
Hebrew Neve Ofer or Tel Kabir. This is
the painful way in which the story of
this neighborhood has been engraved
in local minds. As a third-generation
Nakba survivor, I am fully aware of the
tremendous importance of rewriting and
deconstructing the colonial discourse in
which we live, and which has been forced
upon us, and on me as a Palestinian, since
childhood. I have been forced to dismantle
and reconstruct my own history, that of my
grandmother and her story of expulsion
and miraculous return to Yaffa, and of

the other half of my story, planted deeply
in Gaza.

The Gaza-Yaffa connection looks and
sounds natural, despite life under the
current regime, which is far from natural.
There are several reasons for that. First,
this connection is geographical, since the
distance between Gaza and Yaffa is only
65 kilometers. When I talk about it with
friends I highlight the enormity of this
absurdity by suggesting that a car can take
you to Gaza in less than fifty minutes. How
is it possible, then, to explain the huge
efforts made to construct and engineer the
idea that Gaza is an independent entity.
Whoever constructs this myth contributes
to the sense of detachment from Gaza.

If we do seek to dwell on the deeper
connection between Yaffa and Gaza, we
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more essential. This project has shown us
that when we unite, we can shed light on
the past, deal with the present, and shape
a just future. It reminds us that political
education and memory are powerful
tools in our collective journey towards
recognition, justice, and reconciliation.

We extend our gratitude to each
member of the Zochrot community who
has contributed to this project - whether
by sharing a memory, conducting a study,
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or offering support. Your dedication,
especially in these difficult times, is a
beacon of hope. We pray that this booklet
will not only redress the erasure of Abu
Kabir, but also serve as a celebration of
our community’s resilience, solidarity,
and uncompromising commitment to truth
and justice.

Zochrot team



ABOUT THE PROJECT

COMMUNITY-PARTICIPATORY
LEARNING AS POLITICAL
EDUCATION

This booklet is not just a document - it
testifies to the strength of our community.
Led persistently by dedicated activist-
historian Yara Shahine Gharablé, this
project is the product of the skills, hearts
and minds of the Zochrot community.

In a year of inconceivable tragedy,
and as the ongoing crisis in Gaza burns our
hearts, our community has become even
more resolutely united. This booklet is
the outcome of conversations, memories,
testimonies and collective research
efforts. It represents our joint commitment
to recognizing the 1948 Nakba, to coping
with the ongoing Nakba, and to the vision
of realizing the Palestinian right of return.
From the inception of the idea in the
gleam in the eyes of the participants of
our initial tour in the areas of SaknatAbu
Kabir (today’s Groves Park), through the
independent studies and visits undertaken

by community members in the village lands,
this is yet another way for the members
of our community - and for the readers
of this booklet - to take an active part in
relearning the local space.

As part of the project, the participants
went on an independent tour of SaknatAbu
Kabir with no guidance or prior knowledge,
in order to visit the place and experience
it through fresh eyes. In choosing to learn
first from the field, from what we can
see and find, we enabled ourselves to
deconstruct our previous knowledge
and rediscover the place. This approach
enabled us to reveal hidden narratives,
challenge presuppositions, and develop a
deeper understanding of Abu Kabir, past
and present.

This project is a living proof of the
fact that in the darkest times, the power
we draw from our community becomes even
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Producing the booklet about Abu Kabir is a decolonizing

act involving a process that is not merely conceptual: it
involves a decolonization of the production of information
and knowledge. This booklet is published at a time when the
attack on Gaza and the slaughter of the Palestinian people
are only escalating. This is not a memorial booklet, certainly
not in the sense of “commemoration”, nor is it the product of
purely academic historical research. It is designed to enable
an encounter between the public and the Nakba, and the
ongoing one as well. Indeed, it has been written at the time of
the war on Gaza, which has also expanded into Lebanon. This
booklet is intended especially for the Jewish public living in
this country, considering that studying about the Nakba and
Israel’s role in instigating and perpetuating the Palestinian
disaster is a necessary step towards healing. “Remembering
Abu Kabir” is the 66th booklet in the series produced by
Zochrot to document the places occupied, destroyed, and
depopulated by Israel since 1948. It was preceded by booklets
about the following locales:

Salama, 'Innaba, Bayt Nabala, Bayt Nattif, Dayr Aban, Lubya,
Sar'a, Hadatha, al-Ruways, Mi'ar, Balad al-Shaykh, Yajur,
al-Bassa, al-Tira (Haifa), Summayl al-Khalil, al-Manshiyya
(Acre), Ma'lul, Tiberias, al-Birwa, Khubbayza, Kafr Sabt,
al-Qabu, Eilabun, Igrit, Kufr Bir'im, al-Manshiyya (Yaffa),
al-Ghubayyat, Sabalan, al-'Araqib, Kafr 'Inan, al-Damun, Miska,
al-Sumayriyya, Simsim, al-Ras al-Ahmar, Ayn Karim, A'jjur,
Kuwaykat, Umm Burj, Khirbet al-Lawz, al-Shaykh Muwannis,
al-Maliha, al-Ajami (Yaffa), Imwas, Yalu, and Bayt Nuba, Hittin,
al-Kafrayn, al-Shajara, Tarshiha, Bir Saba', Ijlil, al-Lajjun,
Suhmata, al-Julan, Isdud and Majdal, al-Jalama, al-Ramla,
al-Lydd, Aka, Haifa, Ayn al-Mansi, al-Haram (Sayyidna A'li),
Ayn Ghazal, Lifta, and Dayr Yasin.
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In memory of the children of Gaza and Lebanon, the women and men,
in memory of every university, hospital, mosque, church, of every structure and
building, in memory of those who did not want us to remember them only as a
number, but rather as a name, as an essence, as a real being, and an ongoing dream
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