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image description:
a. built up area and land division
Kafr ‘Inan village 1948, b. houses
of Kafr ’Inan refugees in Nahr al-
Barid refugee camp 2007
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and the contemporary realities of sixty years of
Palestinian exile’.

This thesis project investigated the conflict between
spatial, social and cultural methods and practices of
Return, looking at the juxtaposition of two specific
places linked to the return — the Palestinian refugee
camp Nahr al-Barid, in Lebanon, and the destroyed
village of origin Kafr ‘Inan, in the Galilee.

In the course of the project | looked at historical
land tenure, the built status quo, the archaeology
of memories and the connection between today’s
refugees in the camp and their place of origin.

The project was developed in cooperation with
Eyal Weizman, Alessandro Petti and Sandi Hilal
(Decolonizing Architecture, Bethlehem - London).
The research phase included a three-month field
trip to the West Bank and lIsrael. Portions of
the project will be exhibited at the International
Rotterdam Architecture Biennale and the Istanbul
Art Biennale 2009 under the topic of Refuge.

1 Eyal Weizman, August 2009



REFUGEE
RETURN LAB

An architecture thesis project
by Nina Valerie Kolowratnik,
University of Technology
Graz/ Austria
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If architecture wants to influence today’s
socio-political situation, it has to leave
behind traditional modes of action and turn
the practice itself into a means of cultural
and political involvement. Consciously
working with the tools of an architect, the
REFUGEE RETURN LAB projectspeculates
about the return of Palestinian refugees to
today’s Israel and about the future of Israel
- Palestine more generally.

Discussion of the Right of Return of nearly
six million Palestinian refugees seems
taboo among Israelis due to their fear of
demographic change and seems to lead to
an ideological deadlock among Palestinians
due to their fear that recognition of that right
might be lost.

The spatial planner offers a way to
counteract the stagnant discussion about
Return, reframing the debate to read
the conflict from a fundamentally spatial
perspective. Less important than detailed
planning of scenarios for Return is defining
the spatial questions and challenges which
will arise once the right of return is realised.
Rebuilding village structures should not be
viewed simply nostalgically, but within a
much wider range of possibilities for return—
not necessarily all based on permanent
resettlement.

The return to lIsrael is a return to a
transformed reality. People displaced from
rural surroundings will return to urban
settings. We have to respond to this new
reality, created since 1948. We have to
challenge and redefine it, or subvertit. When
dealing with the spatial dimension of Return,
it is essential to operate with a stereoscopic
vision - a view which incorporates the
complex relation between two places- the
extraterritorial space of refuge and the
erased site of origin - the destroyed village



Religious institutions One mosque

Shrines/magams A shrine of al-Shaykh Abu Hajar Azraq
(remain standing)

Many springs and domestic wells which

Water supplies usded to supply it with fresh drinking water.

Kafr ‘Inan contains the shafts and bases

Archeological sites of columns, caves, a pool, and burial
grounds.
Exculsive jewish colonies on Kefar Chananya

town’s lands

Town Today

According to the Palestinian historian Walid Khalidi, the village remaining
structures on the village land are:

“The site is covered with piles of stones that lie scattered around clumps of cactuses and
fig trees. There are remains of a domed building on a slope facing the village and the
small shrine of Shaykh Abu Hajar Azraq on an adjacent hill to the east. *

Information given by www.palestineremembered.com



About Kafr ‘Inan
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Statistic/Fact

Value

Israeli occupation date

February 1,1949

Distance from district center

33 (km) East of Acre

Elevation from the sea

325 (meters)

Israeli military operation

Operation Hiram

Israeli attacking brigade

Golani Brigade

Exodus Cause

Expulsion by Jewish troops

Village remains
after destruction by Israelis

Kafr ‘Inan was mostly destroyed with the
exception of the village mosque and its
shrine.

Ethnically cleansing

Kafr ‘Inan inhabitants were completely

by Israelis ethnically cleansed.
Ethnic Group Land Ownership (Dunums)
Land ownership Arab 5,424
before occupation Jewish 0
Public 403
Total 5,827
Land Usage Type Arab (Dunum)
Irrigated & Plantation 1,195
Area Planted w/olives 1,145
Land usage in 1945 Planted W/Cereal 1,940
Built up 21
Cultivable 3,135
Non-Cultivable 2,671
Year Population
1596 259
19th century 150
Population befor occupation 1922 179
1931 246
1945 360
1948 418
Est. Refugees 1998 2,565
Year Number of House
Number of houses 1931 47
1948 79

Town’s name through history

Kafr ‘Inan was built over the Hebrew (and
later Roman) village of Kefar Chananya; the
word ‘Inan might have been a corruption of

Chananya.




Notes from the
first trip to Kafr
‘Inan.

By Nina Valerie
Kolowratnik

Prepared for the absence of road signs, we
finally reached the ruins of the demolished
vilage of Kafr ‘Inan with the The Return
Journey atlas in one hand and a marked aerial
photograph from PalestineRemembered.com
in the other.

We parked the car on the side of the road. We
stepped out of the car and suddenly realised
how seldom people must stop here. No car
slowed down, and the speed of every car
rushing past made us recoil. People must not
stop here often. There appears to be nothing
to stop for.

Amazed at first that a paved path led to the
former village, we soon realised that it ended
at a Jewish shrine. We continued beyond the
path to the ,rocky” hill. After we walked for a
few minutes in the scorching heat and took
some photographs, we noticed an old man who
was also walking. Later we would learn that he
walks here three times a week. He travels from
the village of Rameh, where he now lives, back
to Kafr ‘Inan, where he lived until he was 15.
We met a former inhabitant from the village by
coincidence!

Until that moment we had felt that we were
walking in a forgotten past, through a village
with no inhabitants. We had felt that no one
around us or in the cars rushing by had realised
what we were looking for. But Hassan Ahmad
Mansour, who had once lived in the village,
did not seem at all surprised that we were
interested in this particular place.

When he began to show us where all the
houses once stood, and tell us which family
lived where, how the village was organized and
how people earned their livelihood - getting
more enthusiastic with every step he took - we
were suddenly no longer walking among ruins,
but in his memory, one which seemed as alive
as if he had left only yesterday.

Within a few minutes | decided to use this

village as my case study.
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