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Lubya - Aerial photo before the Nakba at 1948.
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Lubya- Aerial photo 2004. The village’s area is covered with pine trees. The main roads did not
change, except for modifications at the Maskana junction, today is Golani junction. The two
Israeli settlements seen in the photo were built on Lubya’s lands: Kibbutz Lavi (north of the
road) in 1949 and Givat Avni (south of the road) in 1991.
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Palestinian
Absentees and

Israeli Law

By Shmuel Groag
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The loss of the villages in 1948 marked the end
of Palestinian dominance in Western Palestine
on several levels: physical, legal and cultural.
On the empty villages land the new state of
Israel built 350 new Jewish settlements in five
years, while enlarging dramatically the amount
of state-owned land to 93% of the total land
area, most of it expropriated from Palestinian
owners.

The way to appropriate the refugees land was
through the 1950 Absentees’ Property Law

and the 1953 Land Acquisition Law. According
to the former, every Arab who was not in his
place of residence on a certain date, whatever
the reason, was considered an absentee.
Subsequently, the Land Acquisition Law gave
absolute and retroactive confirmation to the
transfer of internal refugees’ lands to state
ownership. Their land was confiscated even if
they were not categorized as absentees and
were sheltering in their own village. Palestinian
farmers leasing the village land from the new
Israeli government had to commit not to employ
refugees whose origins were from those
villages, in order to protect the former against
what the government called “discomforts”.Even
people who had left their homes to hide in the
next village, or even the next hill, as in the case
of ’Ayn Hud, could not get their property back
and had to look at it from the next hilltop (until
this very day).

According to those laws the land of Lubya was
registered as state land, and divided between
the neighboring Jewish settlements. The
internal refugees from Lubya stayed in Dayr
Hana, Nazareth and other towns. The physical
destruction and the formal, legal, and human
absences together with the silenced and denied
memory turned Lubya into a “site of void”.



Present-Day

The erased village is now covered with
a pine forest called Lavie Forest, part
of which is called South Africa Forest.
The village’s extensive lands are now
occupied by Kibbutz Lavie, Giv'at Avni
communal settlement, part of Tiberias’
Neighborhood D, the Golani Industrial
Park, and the Jordan River Village camp
for chronically ill children.

After 1948, the majority of Lubya’s
refugees lived in refugee camps in
Lebanon, Syria and Jordan. A few
families remained in Israel as internally
displaced persons (“present absentees”
in the Israeli legal jargon), mostly in
Dayr Hanna in the Galilee. After the
Sabra and Shatila massacres and
PLO’s subsequent evacuation from
Lebanon (completed in 1985), many
Lubya refugees left for Europe. By 2003
about 2,000 were living in Denmark,
Sweden and Germany.

Recently, as a result of the civil war in

Syria, some of Lubya’s refugees were
killed in Syria, mainly in al-Yarmuk
Refugee Camp. Most of the refugees
of al-Yarmuk, including those from
Lubya, had to leave it, and many fled to
Europe.

The number of the Lubyan refugees and
their descendants living around the world
is currently estimated at about 40,000.
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required attacking Lubya. During the
attack local militiamen repulsed the
Israelis, killing seven and losing six of
their own.

In early June, Golani Brigade’s 14th
Battalion was ordered to take Lubya
and “expel its inhabitants.” However, the
attack failed, due to heavy resistance by
the villagers.

The ALA attacked the Jewish town

of Sejera on June 10 at a time when

a truce was being brokered between
Lubya’s militiamen and Israeli forces.
After the truce expired on July 16, Israel
launched Operation Dekel, capturing
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Nazareth at the start.

After news of Nazareth'’s fall came,

the majority of non-combatant

village residents fled northward

towards Lebanon or to nearby Arab
towns. The ALA also withdrew, leaving
the local militia to confront incoming
forces. When a single Israeli armored
unit appeared outside the village, the
militia retreated and left the village.

The few remaining residents reported
that Israeli forces subsequently shelled
Lubya, demolished several houses and
commandeered many others. The village
buildings were finally demolished in 1965.
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Nayif Hajju and Judeh family in Deir Hanna, April 2015




his way to confront the rebellious de
facto Arab ruler of the Galilee, Dhaher
al-Omar.

A 1799 map by Pierre Jacotin indicates
the place as Loubia. In the early 19th
century, a British traveler, James Silk
Buckingham described Lubya as a very
large village on top of a high hill. Johann
Ludwig Burckhardt, a Swiss traveler,
referred to the village as “Louby” and
noted that wild artichokes covered the
village plain. American scholar Edward
Robinson, who passed through the
village in 1838, noted that it had
suffered greatly from the Galilee
earthquake of 1837, with 143 villagers
reported dead.

In 1869, Mark Twain mentioned the
village in his travel book, The Innocents
Abroad: “We jogged along peacefully
over the great caravan route from
Damascus to Jerusalem and Egypt,
past Lubia and other Syrian hamlets,
perched, in the unvarying style, upon
the summit of steep mounds and hills,
and fenced roundabout with giant
cactuses”.

In 1875 French explorer Victor

Gueérin visited the village, which he
called Loubieh, and estimated its
population at 700. He further noted that:
“A house built of cut stones of medium
size in the direction of east and west
appears to occupy the site, and to be
built out of old materials formerly used
for a Christian Church.”

An elementary school was established

in Lubya in 1895 and remained in use
throughout the British Mandate era until 1948.

British Mandate Era

In the 1922 Census of

Palestine conducted by the British
Mandate authorities the village
population was 1,712, increasing to
1,850 in the 1931 census. .

According to the Palestine
Government’s village statistics, by 1945
Lubya had a population of 2,350. All its
inhabitants were Muslim. Its total land
area was 39,629 dunams (3,963ha). Of
this, a total of 1,655 dunams were
allocated for plantations and irrigable
land, 32,310 for cereals, and 1,500
were planted with olive groves. The
village’s built-up area was 210 dunams.

1948

During the 1948 war, Lubya was
defended by local volunteers and Arab
Liberation Army (ALA) militias. In the
early stages of the war, village forces
constantly skirmished with the Zionist
militias which would soon become

the Israeli Army. The first Israeli raid on
the village (as well as on nearby Tur’an)
occurred on January 20, 1948, leaving
one Lubya resident dead. On February
24, local and ALA militiamen ambushed
a Jewish convoy on the village’s
outskirts, causing several casualties.

In early March, Israeli forces attempted
to open a route between Tiberias and
the Israeli settlement of Sajara , which



Lubya
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Lubya is a destroyed Palestinian village located in the
north of Palestine, today in the north of the State of Israel,
10.5km west of the town of Tiberias and Sea of Galilee,

on a hill at an elevation of 300m, just above the Golani
(Maskanah) interchange, one of the major road junctions
in the north of Israel. Lubya’s architecture was that of a
typical hill village, built of cubic houses most of them made
out of stone with vaults, domes and flat roofs. The houses
were clustered on the hilltop between olive trees, fruit
groves and threshing fields, while most of the fertile fields
were situated in the flat area below the village. Lubya’s
community was composed of seven clans (hamulas), each
concentrated in a different part of the village. Its rich land
and water sources made Lubya a prosperous village, with
reputation for generosity and bravery.

Adjacent pre-Nakba Palestinian villages included Tur’an to
the west, Nimrin to the north, Hittin to the northeast, and al-
Shajara to the south. Apart for the first, each was also
depopulated by Israel in 1948.

History

Lubya is located near the site of Khan Lubya which is
filled with the ruins of a pool, cisterns and large building
stones. This site was probably a caravansary in medieval
times and may be the one was mentioned in the Talmud as
Caravansary “De Lavie”.

Known to the Crusaders as Lubia, the village was a rest
stop for Saladin’s Ayyubid army prior to the Battle of Hattin
in 1187. It was also the birthplace of a prominent 15th-
century Muslim scholar, Abu Bakr al-Lubyani, who taught
Islamic religious sciences in Damascus.

During the Ottoman era, Lubya belonged to

the nahiya (district) of Tiberias. In 1596, the village was
required to pay taxes on its goats, beehives and olive
press. Its population was recorded as 182 Muslim families
and 32 Muslim bachelors. The Ottoman governor of
Damascus, Suleiman Pasha, died in the village while on



injustices perpetrated against us. It is
above all a courageous step that attests
to their firm stand and solid principles.

| would also like to thank Zochrot for
joining us in this historical endeavor
and for collaborating in making the
vision a reality. | sincerely hope that this
ceremony will only be the beginning of a
long, joint journey and further future co-
operations.

| consider this event a resounding
statement of support in our right to
return to our village. | also believe

that the shining example set by South
Africa could inspire a change in

present realities and promote justice

and equality, and that the return of
Palestinian refugees will not lead to
dispossessing other people despite
their being colonialists and despite their
complicity in our expulsion — so long

as they acknowledge the fact that they
are living on our lands. This approach
could allow everyone to live in this
country. There is plenty of room for
everyone. Before the advent of Zionism,
the inhabitants of this country were
members of different religions, including
Judaism, and there were good relations
between all groups. Founded on the
basis of justice and full equality, they
could be so in the future as well.
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Nayif Hajju near his grandfather’s tomb at the graveyard of his destroyed village of Lubya, April 2015



From South Africa
to Lubya

By Nayif Hajju,
representative of Lubya’s
displaced persons
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Ruins of the destroyed Lubya and a new
house of the Jewish town of Givat Avni was
built on the Lubyan refugees land. April 2015
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The initiative of our South African friends —
inspired by reading Mahmoud Issa’s book
about the village and by a film shot on its
lands — has moved me deeply and its effects
on me will certainly be felt for a long time to
come. It has helped me believe that there are
other people in this world who support and
identify with victims, whoever they may be —
particularly victims who have lost their most
precious possession: their homeland. We, the
refugees and displaced persons of Lubya, are
fated to carry the burden of sorrow and grief
for having lost our village. Nevertheless, we
also cultivate a strong desire to return to and
rebuild it.

Over the past five years, we have been in
contact with StopTheJNF South Africa group,
and our activities are fully coordinated.

Today, | would like to thank them from the
bottom of my heart for their positive attitude
throughout those years and for conceiving
the initiative of apologizing to the people of
Lubya. The group members had originally
planned to hold this ceremony last year,
during the March of Return to Lubya, which
was tremendously successful, but we believed
that such a historical ceremony had better be
held separately, as an event in its own right,
delivering a clear message and attracting the
public interest and focus it so rightly deserves.
This way, the event’s organizers will be
appropriately credited with an unprecedented
apology for the use made by the JNF of their
donations — at the expense of our lands and
homes, here in Lubya.

Indeed, just as they opposed apartheid in
South Africa in the past and we supported
them, today they are supporting us in our
struggle against the systematic and ongoing



remains of Lubya.Many South Africans
have given money to the JNF, either
through donations to its iconic Blue
Box campaigns, or by buying Tree
Certificates as gifts for special life-cycle
occasions. Donors have often not been
aware of how their money is used.

Village under the Forest inspired us

to actively address our complicity

as South African Jews. We decided

to express this symbolically by
establishing a solidarity campaign

with descendants from Lubyathat
highlights the concealment of their
village, whose fragmentary remains
are extensive. Cactus bushes, a

clear sign of depopulated Palestinian
villages, grow throughout the forest.
Outside the entrance there is a plaque
acknowledging South African donors.
The following inscription is highlighted:
This recreation area was established to
enable handicapped access so all may
enjoy the forest by friends of the Jewish
National Fund and the Women’s Zionist
Organisation of South Africa.

As South Africans many of whom

had been active in the struggle to

end apartheid, the film evoked many
other associationsin us. The forest

was established in the mid-1960s at
the height of apartheid’s efforts to
segregate ‘race’ groups when massive
forced removals of black South Africans
to dormitory towns and ‘bantustan’
reserves took place. As Jewish South
Africans committed to social justice

in our own country, the past and

present realities facing the Palestinians
displaced from Lubya resonate strongly
with us.

Over the past 18 months we have
approached hundreds of Jewish South
Africans to break the silence on the
JNF’s role in human displacement

and colonial settlement, to which

we have wittingly or unwittingly
contributed. We have invited them to
sign a Pledge of Solidarity with our
Palestinian comrades from Lubya.
Today, we hand these pledges to the
Palestinian representatives of Lubya

— a small step towards what we hope
will become a far larger campaign for
justice. We are committed to working
together to bring about widespread
recognition of Palestinian struggles for
their rights. We hope that this symbolic
act will express our solidarity with all
Palestinians from Lubya, including
those internally displaced in Israel (the
so-called “Present Absentees”), and
refugees in the West Bank and Gaza, or
throughout Palestinian diaspora. We also
wish to demonstrate our solidarity with
Palestinians who continue to resist and
remain steadfast in the face of ongoing
gross human rights violations.



circumcisions, bar and bat mitzvahs,
marriages, etc.).

In South Africa the JNF continues

to mobilise the moral and financial
support of many companies, NGO’s,
government agencies and members of
the Jewish community — with various
JNF projects closely linked to local
South African environmental projects.
Through media and other campaigns,
StopThedNF South Africa has worked
to expose the reality behind the JNF’s
outward appearance in order to make it

TN

more difficult for them to continue their
work with impunity.

This current initiative came about after
we had seen the documentary Village
under the Forest. Co-directed by Mark
Kaplan and Heidi Grunebaum, the

film tells the story of how Palestinians
from Lubya were forcibly expelled and
their village destroyed. Years later,
largely through funding from the South
African Jewish community, the JNF
planted the South Africa Forest, part
of the larger Lavie Forest covering the
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Lubya’s agricultural area, map GP\29 originally in 1:10000
The agricultural pattern and land ownerships are clear on this map.
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Public Apology
in the Palestinian
Village of Lubya:
An Initiative of
StopTheJNF
South Africa

StopTheJNF South Africa was formed by
a group of Jewish South Africans in 2012.
We decided that the work of the Jewish
National Fund (JNF) in South Africa had
continued unchallenged for too long. In
that country, the JNF has built a reputation
as an environmental organisation. South
Africans have been largely unaware of its
role in concealing the remains of Palestinian
villages and in the displacement oftheir
residents.

Whilst the JNF has represented itself as

a ‘green’ initiative, its forests have been
important in the Israeli state’s efforts to
Judaize the landscape, to clear it of any
traces of Palestinian presence and erase the
historical and social memory that connects
Palestinians to the villages over which the
forests are planted. JNF funding has not
only contributed to entrenching ethnically
exclusive land ownership and the building

of Jewish colonial settlements, but also to
the destruction of the natural environment.
Currently, the JNF continues its work in
displacing Palestinian communities of
occupied East Jerusalem and the Nagab/
Negev. In the occupied West Bank, this

is done through its subsidiary, Himanuta.
StopThedNF wants to raise public awareness
of this aspect of the JNF.

The JNF was established to acquire lands
in historical Palestine and keep this land
for exclusively Jewish settlement. It did
this by raising donations from Jewish
communities around the world, linking its
forestation projects to commemorations of
life-cycle events for Jewish families (births,
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proud to take part in this initiative, which the Palestinian Nakba and take an active
dovetails with its vision of full return of all  part in redressing past wrongs and doing
Palestinian refugees who so desire, as justice in the territory it has occupied

an essential condition for creating a just, since 1948 at the expense of its former
equitable, humane and democratic space  inhabitants, preventing their return.

in this land. The initiative also echoes

Zochrot’s call on Jewish-Israeli society Zochrot

to accept responsibility for its share of April 2015
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Introduction

Sixty-seven years passed since the Palestinian
Nakba of 1948, and 48 years passed since

the occupation of 1967 — two key milestones

in the history of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
Nevertheless, since 1948, and for 67 years, the
ongoing Palestinian Nakba has been denied

and silenced by the State of Israel, its institutes,
and most of Jewish-Israeli society, which fail to
acknowledge its far-reaching consequences.
Sixty-seven years since the Nakba — and most
Palestinians around the world are still refugees,
victims of ongoing displacement.

This is the background for the groundbreaking
initiative by StopTheJNF South Africa activists:
apologize to and express solidarity with the
Palestinian displaced persons and refugees from
Lubya. The booklet before you has been produced
in preparation for the initiative’s peak event — a
tour of the destroyed village of Lubya and a public
apology ceremony attended by village refugees,
South African activists, and members of the public.
The booklet provides essential information about
the unprecedented initiative, as well as the village
history and the circumstances of its occupation.
For Zochrot, this is a moving initiative, not only
because it involves symbolic acknowledgement
and responsibility-taking, but also because

it promises and anticipates many more acts

of redress, until such time as Lubya’s and all
Palestinian refugees and displaced persons have
returned to their homes.

Zochrot congratulates the South African activists for
their brave step. It also applauds the refugees and
displaced persons from Lubya for their willingness
to accept their apology, despite the fact that they
have yet to see justice done as they are still not
allowed to return to their village lands. Zochrot is
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