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Beersheba was founded by the Ottoman em-
pire at the beginning of the 20th century, a
small, modern city which size never grew
beyond 7,000 inhabitants. It was home to
merchants from Gaza and Hebron, Mus-
lims, Jews, Christians, Druze, Bedouin and
others. Beersheba was located outside the
UN participation plan of November 1947,
but nonetheless it was conquered by Israel
in October — November 1948 in the frame-
work of Operation Yoav. The operation was
headed by Southern Front commander Yigal
Allon, and in its course all the residents of
the following communities were conquered
and expelled: al-Khalasa, Bayt Tima, Dimra,
Bayt Jirja, Dayr Sunayd, Hiribya, al-Ma-
jdal, Barbara, Hamama, al-Jiyya, al-Khisas,
Ni'ilya, Iraq Suwaydan, Iraq al-Manshiyya,
Ajjur, Kudna, Ra'na, Zikrin, Dayr al-Dub-
ban, al-Qubayba, Khirbat Umm Burj, Bayt
Jibrin, al-Dawayima, Dayr Al-Nakhkhas,
and al-Jura. Beersheba was conquered on
20-21 October 1948 with the use of aerial
bombardment. Some of the men remained
for a short time afterward to help the IDF
clear the city; later they were transferred to

prisoner of war camps. As far as is known,
there are no remaining refugees from the
city living within the borders of the State of
Israel.

This brochure was prepared by Zochrot to
accompany an organized visit to the city and
its remains on 8 July 2006. Its purpose is to
shed some light on the Nakba of Beersheba.
It includes testimonies of Palestinian refu-
gees who lived in the area of the city as well
as research material from different sources.

This is the seventeenth in a series of such
brochures by Zochrot. Prior brochures have
been produced on Deir Yassin, Lifta, Ayn
Ghazzal, al-Haram (Sidna Ali), Ayn al-
Mansi, Haifa, Acre, Lydda, Ramleh, Jalame,
Isdud and Majdal, Sheikh Muwannis, the
Golan, Suhmata, al-Lajjun, and Ijlil.

This brochure is an expression of the desire
of individuals who live in this country to end
the conflict between them and bring about
reconciliation between their peoples.
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The Battle that Began in ‘48

Until 1948 the mosque in the
old city was used as a mosque
for all intents and purposes, but
with the end of the war public
activities began to be held there.
Following the War of Indepen-
dence the Muslim residents of
Beer Sheva left the city, and
the desolate mosque was trans-
ferred to the ownership of the
municipality. Since 1953 the
structure has been used as a mu-
seum maintained and managed
by the municipality. In 1974 the
Muslims held Friday prayers at
the mosque in an act of protest
against its closure. In 1987 the
museum was formally declared a
museum in accordance with the
Museum Law. In 1997, again, a
large group of Muslims
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The Battle for the Mosque

The battle for the mosque began in August
2002. The Association for the Support and
Defense of Bedouin Rights, together with
other Muslim organizations, petitioned the
High Court to instruct the municipality and
supervisory government offices to allow
Muslims to pray in the structure and to can-
cel the plan to turn it into part of the Negev
Museum.

Given the complexity of the subject and that
it touches on religious, national, security,
budgetary, cultural, and other matters, the
respondents reasoned that it would be ap-
propriate for a broad ranging examination of
the subject and its ramifications to be car-
ried out by a professional intergovernmen-
tal committee, which would formulate its
suggestions on the matter and submit them
to the court. The municipality and relevant
government offices were assisted by affi-
davits from the General Security Services,
which vehemently opposed the use of the
structure as a Muslim mosque for prayer.
At one point a senior GSS official signed
an affidavit in which he wrote, among oth-

ers, “Allowing the possibility for Islamic
elements to take over the structure of the
mosque in Beer Sheva, in this manner or an-
other, will in time bring about negative out-
comes such as incitement against the state,
combined with hatred and the enflaming of
passions, and even the danger of amassing
weapons, and will result in the desire to take
over other territories in the area.” In Feb-
ruary 2001 the Prime Minister appointed a
committee headed by Government Secretary
Israecl Maimon, which submitted its recom-
mendations eight months later. Among the
recommendations: “The present, designated
purpose of the structure must not be changed
to a purpose that existed over 50 years ago,
and the structure must not be reverted for
use as a place of worship.” The municipality
accepted the recommendations of the coun-
cil and expected the High Court to make a
determination in its favor. On the opposing
side, the Muslim organizations continued to
wage their battle.

Last week, as stated, the High Court hand-
ed down an intermediate decision, preced-
ing the final decision that is expected in the
coming months.




The High Court Recommends:

The Mosque Will Be Used for Needs of Muslims

Local newspaper “Kol Ha-Negev,” 21 January 2005
by Yaakov Levy

In a longstanding battle between the Beer
Sheva municipality and Muslim represen-
tatives, the High Court has suggested an
idea for a settlement: The mosque in the
old city will operate as a social-cultural
center for Muslims, but not as a place of
worship. The parties are to respond within
60 days. Eli Boker warns: “Blood will be
spilt here. The place will turn into a center
for Muslims from all over the world. We
are losing Beer Sheva.” Muslim sources:
“We would be even more satisfied if they
would let us use the place as a mosque.”

Last week the High Court deliberated over a
petition submitted by Muslim organizations
against the Beer Sheva municipality regard-
ing its intention to turn the mosque in the
old city into a museum. The High court pro-
posed that the mosque be used for the pur-
poses of the Muslim population in the area
as a social-cultural center but not as a place
of worship. The court ordered the parties to
examine the proposal and formulate their
positions within 60 days.

The proposal was received with satisfaction
among representatives of Muslim organi-
zations, while on the opposing side Jew-
ish organizations are planning to battle the
idea. Adv. Morad al-Sana, representing the
Association for the Support and Defense of
Bedouin Rights, appointed by the petition-
ers, said in response to the intermediate de-
cision, “We are satisfied, but we would be
even more satisfied if they would let us use
the place as a mosque. There has been some
progress. We will submit our positions. We

still haven’t decided.”

Immediately after he was informed of the
High Court proposal, Eli Boker, former dep-
uty mayor and the person leading the battle
against turning the structure into a mosque,
assembled a press conference in which he
called the suggestion “a grave decision.”
Boker further warned: “I know that blood
will be spilt here, and we want to prevent
it.” Regarding the proposal itself to turn the
mosque into a community social center, Bok-
er said, “We have the sense that the Bedouin
are carrying out an ideological battle and are
taking us over step by step. The court is out
of touch with the residents of Beer Sheva.
There is no doubt that the Bedouin will pray
and the place will turn into a center for Mus-
lims who will come from all over the world.
We are losing Beer Sheva and the Negev.”
Minister of Knesset Yaakov Margi of Shas,
who appeared at the press conference with
council members Andre Ozen and Zechariah
Ohev-Shalom, made clear that he will sub-
mit a motion for the Knesset agenda to dis-
cuss the matter. Margi: “It’s like a man who
is sick with every illness and they continue
to prick needles into him. It’s the last nail
in the coffin of Beer Sheva, and it is grave
and dangerous.” Ozan and Ohev-Shalom
accused the municipality of being inept and
submitted a motion for the Knesset agenda
to urgently convene the council to discuss
the latest developments. The Beer Sheva
Municipality is trying to minimize the in-
termediate decision. A spokesperson for the
municipality responded that “the matter de-
pends on and hangs before the High Court.
We have 60 days to respond to the proposal,
and that is indeed what we will do.”



The IDF of October-November 1948 was
radically different from the Israeli army of
even three months before. It had — and de-
ployed with telling effect — a small number
of bombers and fighters, batteries of field
artillery and mortars, and tanks (in small
numbers). Operation Yoav began on 15-16
October, with bombing and strafing attacks
on Beersheba, Gaza, Majdal, Hamama, Bar-
bara, Isdud, Beit Hanun, Dimra, Hirbiya, al
Jura, Deir Suneid, Faluja and Beit Jibrin.
While by World War II standards these at-
tacks were pinpricks and not particularly
accurate, most of the affected communities
had never experienced air attack and were
not built for it, either psychologically or in
terms of shelters and ground defences. Artil-
lery was also used far more extensively than
in any previous IDF campaign, though it
was generally directed against Egyptian and
militia positions.” (p. 465)

“On 21 October, the 8th Brigade’s §9th Bat-
talion and the Negev Brigade’s 7th and 9th
battalions conquered Beersheba. The opera-
tional order had called for the ‘conquest of
Beersheba, occupation of outposts around it,
[and] demolition of most of the town’ — but
did not state explicitly what was to be done
with the inhabitants. Mass flight from the
town had begun already on 19 October, by
foot and in buses, mainly toward Hebron,
following repeated IAF bombing raids on
the night of 18-19 October. The town was
bombed again, repeatedly, the following
night, precipitating further flight.

Many of the wealthier inhabitants had left
the town weeks and months before, begin-
ning in April — May. The exodus continued
during and immediately after the conquest,
some fleeing toward Gaza. The conquest was
accompanied by the execution of a handful
of Egyptian POWSs, and wholesale looting

by individuals and military units.

In Beersheba, the IDF had captured about
120 Egyptian soldiers. The remaining popu-
lation, some 200 adult males and 150 wom-
en and children, were temporarily housed in
the town’s police fort. A few days later, ap-
parently on 25 October, the women and chil-
dren, ‘together with several dozen old men
and cripples’, were trucked to the border
with Gaza and shoved across. The Egyptian
POWSs were sent to prisoner of war camps
in the north and the remaining able-bodied
adult males, about 120 in number, were put
to work in cleaning and other menial chores.
They were treated like POWs and housed
in the mosque. Complaints reached IDF/GS
that they were supplying the Egyptian Army
with intelligence. Yadin ordered that they be
removed from Beersheba. Some were appar-
ently transferred to POW camps and others
to Egyptian-held Majdal or Gaza. Ben-Gu-
rion and Shafrir, the Custodian of Absen-
tees Property, were greatly annoyed by the
looting. On 30 October, Ben-Gurion visited
Beersheba. According to Galili, Allon asked
the Prime Minister (or, perhaps, Gad Mach-
nes, the director general of the Minority Af-
fairs Ministry, who accompanied Ben-Gu-
rion): ‘Why have you come?’ — and added:
‘There are no longer minorities [i.e., Arabs]
in Beersheba.” Machnes responded, accord-
ing to Galili: “We have come to expel the
Arabs. Yigal, rely on me.” But the Arabs, as
Allon pointed out, were already gone.” (pp.
466-467)

“During Operation Yoav, many beduin had
moved off, some into Sinai, to be out of
harm’s way... On 3 November, Southern
Front ordered that the beduin within a radius
of 10 kilometres of Beersheba be expelled.
The IDF was concerned about infiltration
into town...” (p. 525)



Benny Morris
The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee

Problem Revisited
Cambridge University Press, 2004

“Roughly a third of Palestine’s Arabs lived
in towns and cities. There were 17 wholly
Arab towns — Beersheba, Khan Yunis, Gaza,
Majdal (Ashkelon), Ramle, Lydda, Hebron,
Bethlehem, Beit Jala, Ramallah, Tulkarm,
Nablus (Shechem), Jenin, Shafa ‘Amr
(Shfar’am), Acre, Beisan (Beit Shean) and
Nazareth.” (p. 20)

“On 5 December 1948, the Ministerial Com-
mittee for Abandoned Property approved the
settlement of Beersheba, conquered on 21
October, but the army resisted. Ben-Gurion
intervened, ordering Southern Front head-
quarters to free ‘half the town’. But infra-
structure problems delayed implementation.
The first 17 immigrant families settled in
Beersheba on 23 February 1948. Plans pro-
vided for some 3,000 settlers by the end of
the year.” (p. 391)

“The IDF deployed elements of four bri-
gades (amounting to 12-14 battalions) and,
on 15 October, a supply convoy was sent in.
The Egyptians, as expected, opened fire, pro-
viding a casus belli. The IDF immediately
launched Operation Yoav, originally named
‘Operative Ten Plagues,” which lasted, with
its appendages, until 9 November. During
the three weeks of fighting, the IDF overran
much of the southern coastal strip, includ-
ing the small towns of Isdud, Hamama and
al Majdal; Beersheba, the Negev’s ‘capital’;
Beit Jibrin, in the Hebron foothills; Ajjur, in

the Judean Hills; and several dozen smaller
villages, including Beit Tima, Qauqaba, Bar-
bara, Hirbiya, al Qubeiba and Dawayima,
between the Mediterranean and Hebron. The
inhabitants fled or were expelled, mainly to
the Gaza Strip but also eastward, into the
Hebron Hills.” (p. 462)

“In all his previous campaigns Yigal Allon
had left no Arab communities in his wake:
So it had been in Operation Yiftah in eastern
Galilee in the spring, so it had been in Op-
eration Dani in July. ... The inhabitants of
the areas conquered in Yoav were nervous
and largely demoralized before the battle
was joined... Small towns (or oversized vil-
lages) like Isdud, Majdal and Hamama con-
tained fairly large refugee populations that
had fled from areas to the north in the spring
and summer. They had been living under un-
sympathetic, coercive Egyptian military rule
since May. They Egyptians were inefficient
and often heavy-handed and were regarded
by many locals as foreigner occupiers; they
were perennially short of supplies and not
generous with them with the locals, whose
fields, in many cases, had been ravaged or
rendered inaccessible by the hostilities.
Moreover, during the long Second Truce,
the locals understood that the stalemate
would soon be broken, that they would be
on the firing line, and that the Egyptian army
was weak. They feared the flail of war and
dreaded Jewish conquest and rule; they, too,
had heard of Deir Yassin.



There was a brother who worked with a doc-
tor in the hospital in al-Seba, named Sabar.
The Jews came and shot him in the stomach.

The Jews would come to arrest people, but
my father would tell them that those were
poor, miserable people, so that they wouldn’t
arrest them. Later they forced us to leave for
Tel Arad. We took everything we had with us
from home, together with the grain and the
sheep.

When they came to expel us to Tel Arad, the
Jews encircled Laqye so that we would not
run away. There was a Jewish police station
here. I remember that the day we fled, my
mother left a pot of food cooking, my father
pulled me by my hand, and my uncle, Ahmed,
held an iron chain, and my hair got caught in
the chain.

They pulled us out by force, forced us onto
buses, and shot anyone who resisted. They
beat us with clubs and killed women and men
near the eastern road. The eastern road is the
one that leads to Beersheba from the Hebron
junction. There were people who departed
without a single item from home. There was a
family that left their son at home because they
were so afraid, and fled.

Twenty days after we moved to Tel Arad my
father died there. He died of grief. And we
stayed to sow and reap the land. We suffered
terribly just to get some water in Tel Arad. We
had to go long distances and to climb hills to
search for water. They cut off our water and
destroyed our wells. The soldiers would come
in with tanks and aim them at us, and the peo-
ple were afraid. I remember that they would
enter our houses at night looking under the
young children to see if there were weapons
in the houses.

They waged a general war against us. Every-
thing was forbidden: onions, oil, chicken...
they did not permit anything, and we had to
smuggle things in from the West Bank. But

when they caught someone smuggling they
would kill him. Even sugar was forbidden.
I swear, when I gave birth to my son, Abed
al-Rahman, my father went to ask for permis-
sion from the officer to bring oil to anoint the
child. When people saw the tanks coming
closer to the area, they would throw the oil
away so that they wouldn’t see it. They would
even hide the dates in the chicken coops, be-
cause it was forbidden.

We lived in Tel Arad for about 25 years. Later
they came to Hajj Hassan and said to him:
‘What do you think about leaving together
with your tribe for Tel Arad?’ Hajj Hassan
said that he wanted to consult with the tribe.
The elders said they didn’t want to leave Tel
Arad, but the young people said: ‘Sheikh
Hassan, it is better to return home even if we
eat sand there. We work in the city of Rehov-
ot and drive there every day from Tel Arad,
which is 50 kilometers from Beersheba, and
it is far. We want to be a little closer.” We re-
turned to Laqye only in the 1970s. But my
children, Aamneh, Abed al-Rahman, Ahmad,
Husan and Maryam were born in Tel Arad.

I wish they would return our lands and hous-
es. The Jews tried to bargain with us over
their lands and ours, but we refused. They
wanted to pay us one dunam in exchange for
a hundred dunams that they received. We did
not agree. We want our lands back. There is
no justice. Today we buy our lands from the
Jews... there is no justice. The government
wants territory without people. There is no
equality. The Jews are liars. They only want
the country. They want to erase us. Today they
strangle our communities and villages so that
we won’t build and expand the villages. We
will not be able to fight the Jews. The Jews
can expel us and kills us, and we cannot do a
thing about it.

My parents hired more than one attorney to
return our houses and lands. We have docu-
ments and land registry certificates, but the
state does not want to return our land to us.



north of the country, later moved westward,
and then reached al-Seba. The city surren-
dered quickly, without war or resistance. The
city women would run barefoot, and the blood
ran down their legs ... and then they expelled
the people to the West Bank.

We stayed in al-Laqye because we had land
and houses there, and because Gaza was far
away from us. The rest went overseas.

Then the mukhtar came and said: ‘Stay where
you are, give up your land... no harm will be
done to those who surrender. If you surrender,
we will give you identity cards. Surrender for
the sake of your homeland and for the sake of
your children.’

Once they brought a woman and put her in
a chair in order to take her photograph and
give her an identity card. My father came and
said to them, ‘A woman must not be photo-
graphed,” and asked her to get up from the
chair. And from then on they started giving
women identity cards without photographs.
I never had my picture taken except when I
needed to so I could go on Hajj [to Mecca].
After they gave us identity cards we stayed
in Laqye for three years. In those years there
was tremendous anger at the Jews. They came
to my father and told him ‘move to Tel Arad.’
My father said to them, ‘I don’t want Tel Arad.
I want to go to Abdullah [King of Jordan],’
and he asked them for permission to leave for
Jordan. But Abdullah refused us entry, and
we stayed some 40 days on the border. All the
people went after my father because he was
the leader. But then they started to tell him
that he needed to return to his country and to
live there. And my father decided to return.
When we came back here the officers told my
father that he must move to Tel Arad. My fa-
ther and my brother, Mahmid Abu Khlil, said
they didn’t want to move to Tel Arad. The
army pursued my brother so as to bring him
back. They took my father out of the house
by force and destroyed the house. The sky
was red from the fire and shooting. And all
this was to frighten the people. They started

beating people and forcing them to take their
belongings on their backs. Once, they broke
someone’s hand and said to him, “Yalla, pick
it up! Pick it up!” They forced him to carry
his belongings with a broken hand. And that
is how they transferred us from Laqye to Tel
Arad.

I remember once they killed 6 people from
the al-Shariyya council. Al-Shariyya is near
Ashdod, Netivot, near Gaza. The lands be-
longed to the al-Sana’a tribe. They killed six
people so that people would be frightened
into leaving.

They burned houses, burned fields, killed men
and started to expel people to the streams, and
that is how people became afraid and left. My
father had a new house with stone facing, and
the Jews burned it, and all that remains of it
today is two pillars. They also destroyed the
palace of Hajj Hassan who fought against the
Jews, and expelled him to Gaza. They shot
my uncle, Khalil, after he already lost both
hands, and there was another one who died
while trying to fight. My brother together
with Abu al-Walid from Gaza and my uncle,
Abed Rabbo, were together in the resistance.
My father lost two fingers, but he managed to
escape the shooting.

My uncle was the leader of a gang, he built
a fortification of sand bags around the pal-
ace that they could use to shoot from behind.
And they had weapons. And then people told
Hajj Hassan, the owner of the palace, to take
down the sand bags and disperse the gang and
the weapons, because if the Jews came and
saw it they would kill him. When my uncle
came in the evening and he learned of this, he
asked them to leave for Gaza. My mother was
their guest and she left together with them. In
the morning the Jews came and didn’t find a
soul in the house. They found a shepherd and
killed him. They thought he was my uncle.
But later they arrested my uncle, and he sat
in prison for three years. They put him in jail
with a mad dog.



cooked and made coffee. The women would
work the land and harvest it, and would work
in weaving and knitting. The women worked
harder than the men.

Hajj Amin brought a large sword and placed
the Koran on top of it and said, ‘Say, ‘I swear
not to sell the land and not to betray our hon-
or.” And in that way he had each make an oath,
one by one. They distributed the leftover food
to orphans in Gaza. After they took the oath,
they sold the lands anyway. Later Hajj Amin
fled, and my father was silent and did not say
another word on the matter. Unfortunately
they sold the lands and betrayed our honor.

Some effendi [Turkish notable] from Gaza
named Ibrahim al-Mufti brought my father
a gift. He sent him a taxi loaded with rice,
sugar and cloth and asked my father to sign a
document for him for the benefit of the Jews.
My father refused to sign it and told him to
go back to Gaza. There were people who sold
lands to the Jews. I know of the first one to
sell his tribe’s lands to the Jews, according to
what I heard. The people of this tribe always
would go barefoot, and suddenly they started
wearing shoes. Suddenly they had money.

We didn’t live long in al-Seba. We lived on
the periphery, but we would go to al-Seba to
the hospital for example... In al-Seba we had
seven houses. Today the houses are located
near the main street. Our houses in al-Seba
belonged to my father, Hajj Ibrahim, and to
Hajj Abed al-Karim. They would go to their
houses from time to time as needed, or when
they wanted to host other sheikhs or to hold
meetings. The women would go there some-
times to cook and bake.

We lived most of the time here, in Laqye. We
had houses here, and all our belongings were
here.

The Jews came, took our lands by force, and
told us that there was nothing left for us here.
They closed down the mosque and barred
anyone from entering. The Arabs did not have

weapons to defend and fight like the Jews did.
Later we lived in Laqye for three years, and
then they expelled us to Tel Arad.

On the day the Jews conquered al-Seba, my
father went there. He wanted to drink water
from a faucet near his house, but the Jew who
lived there would not let him do so. My father
said to him, “You foreigner, I installed this
pipe with my own hands, and I have docu-
ments that prove that these houses are ours.’
So the foreigner agreed to let my father drink
water. How unfortunate that Israel took over
this country and would not even let people
drink the water from their own houses.

Israel wanted lands without people. The Brit-
ish are the ones who brought the Jews and
sold them the land. The Jews would come
and inspect the land, and we thought that they
were looking for water. We didn’t know that
they wanted the land. They would come to a
particular site, put up tents, and then leave.
We would see the markings left by the tens.
Only in hindsight we understood that they
were planning to conquer the country.

I would hear about the revolt and about the in-
surgents. In those days of the revolt there was
great chaos. The insurgents would come from
the mountain, from Hebron, from Jerusalem,
but later they became afraid, the revolt end-
ed, and the British returned to al-Seba. The
British ruled the country for 35 years, and
then they left. On one of the nights we sud-
denly saw that the Jews entered al-Seba. They
started putting people on trucks and sending
them to Gaza. After they expelled the people
they settled in the area, and told us: ‘Go to the
mountain. If we find anyone left by 8 o’clock
tomorrow, we will kill him.” People started
getting on buses and going to Gaza, and there
were those who chose to move and live in the
desert. The governors of Beersheba, Aref al-
Aref and Abed al-Razaq, are the ones who
delivered the city into their hands.

The killing and the murders started in the
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There were many British police stations in
Palestine, and there were many British sol-
diers who were without their wives. Not one
of them brought their family to live in al-Seba
[Beersheba]. In my whole life I never saw a
British woman who came to visit Palestine.

The governor was Muslim and the officers
were Muslims... At every station there were
two or three British and the remainder were
Arab officers. The governor was an Arab from
Jaffa whose name was Aref al-Aref, and there
was another governor who was called Abed a-
Razagq. I never met a governor or an officer. It
was forbidden for women to be seen by men,
but I know about them from my father, who
passed away.

All the soldiers and officers were Bedouin.
The police officers were Bedouin, and so were
the officers and the commander. All of them
were Muslim Bedouin fellahin [peasants].

We had a guest room in the house, and Aref
al-Aref would come to visit my father. My fa-
ther would sometimes invite the governors to
our home, and that way we would see them.
Sometimes they would come to us to recruit
young men for the army:.

My father was called Hajj Ibrahim al-Sana’a.
He was the sheikh of his tribe. Here in the
Nagab [Negev] there were about 70 sheikhs.
They would come to us to meet at the al-Seba
council, and take care of people’s requests.
My father would arrive riding on horseback
from the area near Gaza all the way to the
meeting of the sheikhs, which was in al-Seba.
Some hour and a half [it took him] on horse-
back.

There were many people living in al-Seba,
but the city was small, not like today. We
would get on buses to go to Gaza. I would
ride on mule-back and take my young son
with me to the doctor in al-Seba. In al-Seba
there was a hospital, and most of the doctors
were Christians from the al-Mufti and Abu
Bseiso families. Until today there are houses
in Beersheba, like the house of the al-Shewa
family, the al-Azazwe family, the Abu Haniya
family, the Abu Bseiso family. Many others
lived in al-Seba too. We didn’t live long in al-
Seba but we let other people use our homes.
For example, family members who came to
al-Seba for medical treatment — they let them
live in our houses, and my father would hold
meeting with the sheikhs there.

Under the British our lives were happy. We
had a life of comfort, a good life. We reaped
and fertilized our crops and worked, we
were satisfied. But when the British left Pal-
estine we knew they wanted to transfer her
to the Jews. In al-Seba there were some 70
mukhtars [village leaders]. They would come
from all over the Nagab in order to meet in
al-Seba. When people started selling lands to
the Jews, Hajj Amin al-Husseiniyya came to
consult with my father on how to prevent the
sale of land. They asked people not to sell to
the Jews and told them, ‘Tomorrow the Zion-
ists will conquer you.” Later, Hajj Amin fled
because they wanted to kill him. That meeting
took place in al-Shariyya in 1938 at the initia-
tive of my father. Hajj Amin brought all the
sheikhs from the Nagab in order to have them
swear they would not sell land to the Jews.
My father gathered all the Muslim fellahin
in order to have them meet Hajj Amin. They
came from Jaffa and Nazareth and from Jeru-
salem, and had a large meal, and the women



