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This booklet is published to mark the 58th anniversary of the village’s conquest. You will find in it tes-
timonies collected especially for this purpose and research material which is usually inaccessible to
the Hebrew reader. It does not pretend to include the entire story of Tarshiha, but rather to illuminate
some aspects of it, especially those linked to the Nakba occurring in 1948.

The commemoration event of Tarshiha is a tradition which grows stronger in recent years. We would
like to thank hereby the members of Roteract Club in Tarshiha for their tremendous contribution to the
preservation of the memory of their village and for hosting the members of Zochrot organization at
the event this year. The memory of Tarshiha has to be part of our memory, Israeli Jews, if we want to
progress beyond the violent conflict between our nations.

We would like to express our gratitude to the witnesses who shared their memories with us.

This is the 18th booklet in a series of Zochrot booklets about destroyed Palestinian sites in Israel. It
was preceded by booklets about Deir Yasin, Lifta, ’Ayn Ghazal, al-Haram (Sayidna Ali), 'Ayn al-Mansi,
Haifa, Acre, al-Lydd, al-Ramla, al-Jalama, Isdud and al-Majdal (Ashdod and Ashqalon), al-Shaykh
Muwanis, al-Julan (Golan Heights), Suhmata, al-Lajjun, ljlil, Beersheba.
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Not many people in Israel know that a majority of Tarshiha's population does not live in its vilage.
They were expelled northward in 1948. This is a very uncommon situation in Israel: the village exists
until today and is populated by Palestinians, despite suffering an almost complete expulsion of its
inhabitants in 1948. Only a few dozens, out of 4500, remained here by the end of October 1948 and
only about 500 succeeded to return to their homes in the following months. For many years they lived
alongside Jewish immigrants from Romania and Morocco who were being housed in the homes of the
expelled Palestinian refugees. This situation alongside with actual attacking many of those who tried
to return, prevented from more refugees to return to live in their houses.

The people of Tarshiha actively defended their village in 1948 and took part in attacks on Jewish
forces, among others the one known as the "Yehiam convoy”, or the "battle of Al-Kabri” in Arabic.
Significant force of the Arab Salvation Legion fought in the area as well. But they could not hold forth
against massive attacks, including aerial bombing, which led eventually to the conquest of the village
on October 30,1948. There were plans to "liquidate Tarshiha if possible” within Israeli governmental
offices (see hereinafter) even after the establishment of the state of Israel and it is possible that the
joint municipality with the Jewish town Ma’alot was established for that purpose.
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