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of [Palestinian] Arab population
from the area of the Jewish state,”
he underscored, “does not serve
only one aim-to diminish the Arab
population. It also serves a second,
no less important, aim which is to
advocate land presently held and
cultivated by the [Palestinian]
Arabs and thus to release it for
Jewish inhabitants.” The Zionist
movement simply required more
space, and the way to create that
space was through the expulsion
of the Palestinians.

Remembering Miska Together

Zochrot volunteers joined former
residents of Miska in renovating
the school buildings, which
they in turn used for a variety
of cultural events. In mid-June
2006, however, the Israel Lands
Administration fenced off the
school, and posted its own sign,
indicating that the land was private
property and entry onto the land
constituted trespass. In response,
Zochrot joined displaced persons
from Miska at the school. Standing
outside the fence, they proceeded
to drape the fence with 50 meters
of white cloth, Christo-style.
Everyone in attendance -Israeli
Jew and Palestinian, man and
woman, young and old- then had
the opportunity to place their own
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pieces of art onthe cloth. Toreplace
the Israel Lands Administration’s
sign, now covered over, the group
hung a new sign reading, “Miska
School house-the land belongs
to the Miska uprooted people and
the entrance is permitted to all
with love.”
Only a few days later the demolition
crews arrived and planted saplings
in a renewed bid to bury the
village’s past. On August 19, 2006,
members of Zochrot and Miskawis
made a pilgrimage to the site of
the destroyed schoolhouse. They
looked around for bits of rubble
that remained from the demolished
building, and used those stones to
mark the outlines of the school.
They then posted signs with the
names of children who had once
attended the school.



Kayemeth L'Yisrael, the Jewish
National Fund, to hold in perpetuity
forthe Jewish people. Untilrecently,
the JNF also enjoyed an intimate
relationship with the lIsrael Land
Administration (ILA), which also
administered state-seized under
JNF guidelines limiting property
transactions of administered land
to Jews only.

Some of the refugees from Miska
managed to remain in the State of
Israel, with many of them ending
up in Tira, one of the main towns
in the so-called “Arab Triangle.”
Geographically they were not
terribly far from Miska: it was
and is only a matter of a few
kilometers. In terms of legally-
constructed space, however, the
distance was great and remains
so. Under the Absentee Property
Law, Miska'’s former residents who
remained inside Israel received the
Kafkaesque Hebrew classification,
nifkadim nochachim, or, in English,
“present absentees”: they were
“present” in the country, but the law
constituted them as “absent” for the
purpose of property confiscation.
The destruction of Miska, along
with the demolition of hundreds
more Palestinian villages, did
not take place in a vacuum. It
occurred within specific ideological
context. Specifically, it unfolded

in the context of a particular
(and dominant) Zionist ideology
which sought to link spatial and
demographic  control,  which
understood the Zionist mandate to
be the establishment of a “Jewish”
state in which an indispensable
part of the “Jewishness” of the state
would be demographic control over
a circumscribed territory.

To wunderstand this ideological
context, let us briefly consider
the writings and career of Yosef
Weitz, who prior to 1948 and
beyond served as an official of
the JNF. Miska’'s depopulation and
destruction were ordered by Weitz,
a long-time advocate of what was
(and is) euphemistically called the
“transfer” of Arabs outside of eretz
yisrael. “Transfer” did not suddenly
emerge asanideology during 1948,
but had been widely discussed
among Zionists of the left and the
right for decades. For Weitz, as we
will see, “transfer” was a means
to a territorial end, an end framed
using the religious language of
“redemption” which Zionism had
appropriated from scripture and
from rabbinic tradition.

During a meeting with the “Transfer
Committee” onNovember 15,1937,
Weitz linked the demographic
dimension of transfer with its
territorial objective: The “transfer



Miska was also one of—depending
on what one counts as a separate
town or village - the between 413
and 531 Palestinian population
centers destroyed by the lIsraeli
military in 1948 and 1949. Israeli
forces entered Miska on April 20,
1948, expelled remaining the
inhabitants, and proceeded to
destroy all of the village’s buildings,
leaving only the schoolhouse’s two
buildings and the village mosque
standing. These new refugees
were some of the at least 750,000
Palestinians who became refugees
between 1948 and 1950. Shortly
after Miska’s destruction, Israeli
authorities planted trees over
much of Miska’s land.

For most Israeli Jews, the events
of 1948 bear the name, “the War
of Independence,” and conjure
up memories of heroic sacrifice.
Palestinians, however, name these
events as a Nakba, an Arabic
word meaning  “catastrophe.”
Little wonder, for the war of 1948
was indeed catastrophic for
Palestinians, tearing apart their
society’s fabric, dispossessing
many of them from their land,
and transforming well over half
of the Palestinian population into
refugees. Some refugees had
left their homes to escape from
the fighting. Israeli military units
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forcibly expelled others. For all, the
reality after 1948 was the same:
they were now the dispossessed,
refugees.

A large number of these refugees
ended up in United Nations-
administered camps outside what
at the end of the war had become
the new State of Israel, beyond the
1949 Armistice Line: many, along
with their descendants, continue
to live in the refugee camps of
the West Bank, the Gaza Strip,
Lebanon, Syria, and Jordan.
Others, however, remained in
the new State of Israel, and so
international humanitarian law
viewed them not as refugees but
as “internally displaced persons.”
They became citizens of the new
State of Israel (albeit not citizens
entitled to the same benefits as
Jewish citizens).

Like the officially-recognized
refugees, these internally-
displaced Palestinians also lost
their homes and properties. As in
Miska, Israeli forces leveled the
buildings in most of the villages
they had depopulated. In 1950,
the Israeli Knesset passed the
Absentee Property Law, which
handed over refugee property to a
new state agency, the Custodian
of Absentee Property. Much of the
this land, in turn, was sold to Keren
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Erasing Miska

Let us begin with moments of
erasure. In July 2006, bulldozers
hired by the Israel Lands
Administration approached two
structures near an orchard in
what is today central Israel and
proceeded to destroy them. One
doubts that the bulldozer operators
knew what the buildings were: the
two structures looked old, but they
also showed evidence of recent
renovation. It didn’t take long for
the machines to reduce the two
buildings to piles of stone. After
the rubble had been cleared, other
workers came to plant trees: most
who would now pass by the site
would have no idea that buildings
once stood here.

The two demolished buildings
in question served, almost six
decades ago, as the boys’
schoolhouse for Miska, a village
in the Tulkarm district of Palestine
under the British Mandate. The
1945 census placed Miska’s
population at 1,060; the 1931
census counted 123 houses. Other
village structures included the
elementary school for village boys
and a mosque. Historians believe
that Miska’s name comes from the
name of the Arab, Miskain, which
settled in Palestine’s coastal plain
during the early years of the Islamic
conquest in the seventh century.
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Town’s name through

Miska was founded by descendants of
the Arabian tribe of Miskain in the early

history days of the Islamic conquest in the 7th
century.
Schools Miska had an elementary school for boys

which is still standing.

Religious institutions

One mosque which remain standing.

Exculsive jewish colonies on
town’s lands

‘En ha-Choresh, Giv'at Chayyim, and
Achituv.

‘invaded their land, have;
tried to reconstruct the!
'destroyed buildings, have
" held protests and gatherings

- to plant trees and to fence '+
L the buildings. All of these &4#&
g activities a e il
yand so )




About Miska

Statistic/Fact

Value

Israeli occupation date

April 20,1948

Distance from district center

15 (km) Southwest of Tulkarm

Elevation from the sea

50 (meters)

Israeli military operation

Coastal Clearing

Exodus Cause

Expulsion by Jewish troops

Village remains .
after destruction by Israelis

Miska was completely destroyed with the
exception of boys’ elementary school
( Demolished In July 2006) and its
mosque. It should be noted that Miska
was destroyed based on the orders of a
Jewish National Fund official, Yosef Weitz.

Ethnically cleansing

Miska inhabitants were completely
ethnically cleansed.

by Israelis
Ethnic Group Land Ownership (Dunums)
Land hi Arab 4,924
and ownership -
before occupation Jewish 2,976
Public 176
Total 8,076
Arab Jewish
Land Usage Type DD || (DAL
Area planted w/citrus 1,115 1,196
Irrigated & Plantation 304 83
Land usage in 1945 Planted W/Cereal 3,245 1,683
Built up 88 14
Cultivable 4,664 2,962
Non-Cultivable 348 0]

Year Population
19th century 300
1922 443
Population befor occupation 1931 635
1945 1,060 (180 Jewish)
1948 1,021
Est. Refugees 1998 6,269
Year Number of House
Number of houses 1931 123
1948 197
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