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British map, printed at Sept. 1946 with an Israeli additions at 1956
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Dahamsh Mosque: This is where Palmach troops massacred civilians sheltering in the holy place in July 1948
The Arabic writing on the front of the building states that the mosque was built in 1923 by Khalil Dahamsh and closed in 1948
.due to the massacre. It was reopened in 1996
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The big mosque (al-Umari) and the St. George Church were located at the center of the so-called "Ghetto" Neighborhood
in 1948. Israel had deported most of al-Lydd's Palestinians (about 40,000 people) upon occupying the town, and only 1000
remained. 500 of the survivors were concentrated in a tiny area at the heart of the Old City. It was surrounded by barbed wire
.and the Palestinians confined to it were not allowed to leave without a permit by the military governor
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of Borochov Street, lies a mass grave for some of the victims of the July 1948 massacre.
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was so righteous, that’s simply not true.
Some people became rich because of the
spoils. Whoever had a car and was attached
to some battalion, attached not attached. You
saw — what did they not pilfer from that poor
Lod, from Ramle, from Lod?

E: Why is it so difficult for you to talk about
Lod?

BE: | had this incident with the Shabak
[Israel Security Agency], | said something
and they got wind of it and | don’t want to
talk about it.

E: What did they do to you?

BE: Nothing. They say, as a Palmachnik we
would have expected you not to. They took
some of my stuff.

E: How long ago was it?

BE: Ten years ago.

E: You told the Lod story to a journalist?
BE: It was written in one of the
newspapers, about the fact that | had
told it. I was right there. This woman
wrote it, the one that had been here.
E: Do soldiers no the story of the Lod
massacre?

BE: They know, the truth is it was a
disgrace, what they did, in my opinion
they shouldn’t have done it this way.
E: You’re talking about what
happened after the massacre.

BE: There was a massacre there, but it
depends what kind of massacre — not
about that massacre. It’s about that
massacre that people keep talking
about. | think all the time they keep
talking about that massacre, the one
that has to do with the mosque. The
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mosque massacre. Now who, if it were only
those who were captured in the mosque —
that was a massacre — or was there something
else. And that is the question, that is what I’'m
not talking about, except for these people.

E: Those who buried the bodies?

BE: That’s it! That’s exactly what | had
talked about there and that’s why they called
me from the Shabak. That’s how it went
exactly, and it was voluntary, they asked
who wanted to. They took all those who
were cooks, all those who didn’t go [to war].
They didn’t force anyone. Whoever showed
up showed up, that’s it. Look here, let me
tell you something. The War of Liberation,
today when I look at it, | look at it differently.
What, what did we know?... There are all
sorts of nooks and crannies...
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we were in the Negev, you know, Yiftach
Brigade was a General Staff reserve unit.
Wherever Yigal Allon went — that’s where he
took us.

E: Did Yigal Allon know of all those things,
about the mosque massacre?

BE: | think he did.

E: But tell me, among you, did you talk about
those things?

BE: We had no time for it — come on, who
had the time for it? First, nobody had the
time. We were under fire the whole day, and
then we were retrained, when we went down
to the Negev.

E: Did you know about the PIAT story?

BE: PIAT we knew, we knew, we knew they
shot one PIAT [projectile]. It was just one
PIAT. They found a little hole, 120 people
snuffed it. 120 people were in this mosque.
This | knew. They talked about it. They fled
to the mosque because they thought that was
the safest place — that there they wouldn’t kill
them. Because they knew Israelis would not
destroy a mosque. And it was talked about.
Look, we were pulled out of Lod pretty
quick. Because afterwards others came.
Look, while we were still there, the theft was
not wholesale, they still protected [property];
there were already some guys who, you
know, that people said... And when we left,
after us came a military police battalion,
from the Kiryati Brigade. They took over
the shops, and they started doing it big time.
And they took everything — cars arrived and
it became a huge marketplace. This man
came to us from Givati Brigade. He was
Givati’s Propaganda Officer, and he told us:
“| was ordered to take five radio receivers for
Givati’s clubs”. I don’t know whether he was

or wasn’t. There was a big argument there. |
thing that in the end they let him — I didn’t
see it, whether he actually took or not. There
was one from Rehovot, he had a print shop.
I knew him, they wanted me to work in his
print shop. But they came, and they started
robbing.

And then pretty quick, they pulled us out.
They took us to Ben Shemen. In Ben Shemen,
that was really our first soul searching
session. Yigal spoke and Mula spoke.

E: What did they talk about?

BE: They talked about what happened in
Lod. Not about specifics, but they said that
here there were things that we — we weren’t
brought up this way, and now we have to
move on.

E: The refugees were mugged.

BE: Not mugged, they were mugged when
they were inside the houses, in the houses,
look, some of them would not come out.
Once they started getting out, people started
robing. Just a bit, the noose was still tight.
But once they started moving out, right then
the military police battalion came.

E: Lod is a tragedy for you?

BE: For me it’s a tragedy, yes. Until today,
I... Not just me, I think many guys, everyone
who took part in there.

E: Is 48 traumatic for you?

BE: No, | don’t think it left me with a trauma.
To a certain extent I’m sort of proud, that
thanks to me and others like me the state was
established. And you should know, already
then there were defectors and thieves, and
there were dishonest things. It started already
then, so don’t tell me that back then everyone



BE: It was voluntary — they came and asked,
who wants to volunteer? No member of the
agricultural training volunteered. Those who
did volunteer, they were all...

E: After the massacre, you take the bodies
out of the mosque, and then you have to bury
them.

BE: What do you do with those people who
bury them?

E: You know.

BE: You don’t talk about it.

BE: They did.

E: You took part in it?

BE: No, they wanted me to participate and |
didn’t go, it was voluntary.

E: You know there was one who survived.
BE: An Arab? Could be. How should I know?
I’m just a regular serviceman, what do |
know?

E: They killed the rest...

BE: Then we stayed one day in Lod, and then
they took us away.

E: How did they expel the inhabitants?

BE: There was, they declared a curfew
and Yigal Allon gave the order to Gutman,
Yeshayahu Gutman who was then the first
governor of Lod. And he gave, and they
started leaving, we saw how they left.

E: How did it look like?

BE: It’s nothing, how they left. Later we met
them, when we moved on towards where
Modi’in is today, where the Agudat Israel
kibbutz is. How are they called? It’s near —
there are two kibbutzim there...

E: Sha’alvim.

BE: Sha’alvim, today it’s Sha’alvim. We went
in that direction. We saw old people unable —
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those days were hot. We saw were the bodies
lay. We saw how next to the belongings,
and the carts, bodies lay there, who couldn’t
make it. They fled towards Ramallah, the
fled and the road was open, you see?

E: What do you think about that?

BE: I don’t feel good about it, until today.
Listen, I once had a talk with Mula, [Shmuel]
Mula Cohen — he was a brigade commander?

E: You mean, you spoke with Mula Cohen,
about what?

BE: I told him, Mula, what? He said, forget
about it, in the Independence War there were
some things that did not... it didn’t all go
according to... Mula also did not... Listen,
the senior commanders probably didn’t want
to talk about all these things either.

E: For you this was something?

BE: Indeed it was. | was only 16 months
in Israel. You have to understand — | come
from a different world. | did hear about the
Warsaw Ghetto and about the partisans, but |
never saw it with my own eyes. | did see it in
the pogrom in Poland, at Kielce [in 1946], a
little bit. But listen, in Lod we still accepted
it somehow, but I saw the bodies...

E: Why is Lod such a traumatic event for
you?

BE: Two things. First, it was the first time we
fought in daytime. | said, at night, whether
you shot or didn’t, whether you killed or
didn’t, you’re not really sure. In Lod, you
saw what you were doing. For the first time.
In Operation Dani, this was the first time we
went out [in daytime]. | think this was also
our only daytime action, actually. Because
later in the Negev, it was also at night. When



that woman?

BE: Yes, nothing in Kfar Daniel. And then
we started advancing towards Lod, in line.
In front of us, we saw two Arab armored
vehicles — when they saw us advancing
they escaped back into Lod. They shot and
we shot back; we went into Lod, there was
shooting. At the same time we heard Moshe
Dayan raised hell in Lod, as they say. Moshe
Dayan, his job was to drive into Lod, make
them panic, and return to Ben Shemen.

E: So tell me, once you entered Lod? There
were people in the houses?

BE: Never mind, later they went into other
houses, yes, there were.

E: There were still inhabitants in Lod?

BE: Yes, some of them, yes. Where we got
in first there were no people in front of the
police station. But later, in another place
we passed through in the middle of town,
in another place there was a fence there and
there were Arabs with lots of girls. A father
with lots of girls. And later they threw them
away. It was later.

BE: There’s one thing that I’m not telling
you.

E: The massacre in the mosque, were you
there?

BE: | was there, you know.

E: You were there? You saw the massacre in
the mosque?

BE: | didn’t see the massacre in the mosque.
I saw the men who pulled out the dead. Later
you’ll hear what happened, if you already
know. No, no I don’t want to, later I’ll have
problems — | already got into trouble with
that, with this journalist, that | said too much

and later I...

E: I’ll tell you what | know, and you tell
me what happened. The massacre in the
mosque... BE: PIAT, you know, one PIAT.

E: How far were you?

BE: | wasn’t there, | was where Israel
Goralnik lost his arm. Along the same line,
when the [Jordan Arab] Legionnaires came.
They came from, they thought they would
enter Lod, and then | was in the same line,
about 200m from Israel Goralnik who picked
up the grenade and threw it back.

E: How do you know about the PIAT?

BE: It was talked about.

E: You actually saw it?

BE: No. | just saw one thing. These guys
should have been brought to justice. No, |
don’t want to...

E: Yigal Allon’s Gipsy.

BE: Yes, | saw it only once when they fired
the PIAT — it was in al-Burj, it was later.
Afterwards | didn’t see. Listen, you’ve
probably heard about those who had to bury
those who...I don’t...

E: Don’t you think it’s important to talk about
those things?

BE: 60 years, forget it. It shouldn’t have
happened that way. There was something that
shouldn’t have happened that way.

E: What?

BE: Not that PIAT.
something else.

E: About the cremation?
BE: There was no cremation. There was an
incident when they buried these people. They
had to bury them. And then those who buried
them... that’s it, and then...

E: And then?

I’'m talking about
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Eyal (E): Let’s talk about Operation Dani.
Binyamin Eshet (BE): This is interesting. Let
me tell you something. Before Operation Dani,
two weeks, one week before Operation Dani, we
were in Sarafand, they took us on a patrol — they
took a squad from each platoon.

BE: Initially we took the first village — it was
Jimzu.

E: What does that mean “taking a village”,
during the actual day, how do you go about it?
BE: How do you go about it, you push forward
and start shooting — they ran away and we went
in.

E: You saw them running?

BE: That, yes, then we saw them.

E: Where did they run?

BE: At that time they ran towards Lod, towards
Lod. Then we captured it.

E: And you returned to your base?

BE: Yes. We didn’t touch anything, we didn’t
touch anything. You should know that — also
in Lod, we didn’t touch a thing. We had this
discipline among us that we’re not taking
anything. Then we took Jimzu. Later — it was
Saturday, Sunday noon — in the morning we
took Kfar Daniel. Kfar Daniel was already
empty. One interesting thing — listen. In one
of the houses, suddenly we hear screams. |
hear screams. Suddenly | see the squad leader
— a young Arab comes out, half naked. And the
squad leader goes [in Arabic] “you slut... go to
Lod”. There was this girl, she thought maybe
she would give her favors to the Jews, maybe
she would stay alive. You get it? You wouldn’t
hear about this from anyone, you understand,
this was... We took Kfar Daniel, we took Kfar
Daniel. That was still on Saturday night...

E: In Kfar Daniel, the only person you saw was



anymore. The problem is that our wars
are made with money, not in war.

E: In retrospect, | know there were some
incidents that infuriated you. Looting,
rape, all that kind of stuff.

YK: True, because it’s filthy.

E: What’s true?

YK: Looting.

YK: I need the place. I’'m fighting, he
wants to kill me, I kill him. But to go in,
enter and say, hands up and give me the
cash. I know about this guy. Again, there
are some things that are not talked about
right. I know about this guy, thank God
not one of my men, from others’ men,
who robbed a bank, and one of them took
from it, to each his share, you take this
and that, you bring it to the party center,
and one took it home.

E: But in Lod there were orders. For
instance, they took vehicles.

YK: Vehicles is something else. That’s
not like taking money.

E: Are there things you know that you
don’t want to talk about?

YK: There are.

E: Can you tell me why you don’t want
to talk about them?

YK: Let’s put it this way. There are some
things that have to be done, and yet you
are not proud of them.

E: There was no other way. But that
doesn’t mean it makes it nice, or
admirable. You’re not proud. Killing a
man, you can, but you don’t brag about
it. Those who brag about it, we try to get
them out of the way, to put them in jail.
E: Do you think everything must be told
about this period?

YK: Let’s put it this way — in my opinion
you can tell 98%. Perhaps there’s one,
there are few. Two points: first — what

you do and you don’t have a choice,
you don’t brag about it. And second, we
might need to do it in the future and [this
way we’re] telling the others.

E: ... And why did they blow up the
houses?

YK: To solve the problem, there’s a
human question.

E: I don’t get it. Please explain it again.
YK: You have to understand: If someone,
for whatever reason | have to run away.
I’ll want to go back to the house, when
this house is gone it’s gone. | look at it
like the Arab does: it’s my village, but
when the village is gone, that it, gone.
That’s how it is, the Arabs say. How
did we make the land ours? The whole
territory, | was already working, this was
after I was no longer a soldier, we tilled
1 dunam [0.1 hectare]. Not a dunam -1
km wide along the entire border. More
— nobody knew who would take it and
what they’ll do over there. We tilled it
there. As soon as we tilled it, it was over,
the Arabs stopped coming [back]. That’s
it — ours. In Beit Shean, there was also
this incident, the rabbi gave his approval.
To till on the Sabbath, and he himself
went and tilled with them, so that they’d
realize they’re not coming back.

E: Yigal [Allon] — his plan was to deport
everyone, right?

YK: Ben Gurion’s as well.

E: What, as well?

YK: Ben Gurion, he’s the one who gave
us the order to deport them; they didn’t
let us from the outside. But if we had
deported them, the entire movement, the
whole story would have looked different.
E: You think they didn’t finish the job?
YK: They stopped us in the middle — it’s
out in the open, it’s obvious, they said
“that’s enough”.



YK: Our upbringing. Our education.
Both [Jews] from Europe and Oriental
[Jews]. We can’t relate to that, we...
Sometimes we treat cats or dogs better
than they treat human beings.

E: Weren’t there cases of [capital]
punishment?

YK: There were 2-3 such cases. |
wouldn’t want to talk about it, certainly
not when it’s recorded.

E: Why?

YK: Leave that to me.

E: I won’t force you.

YK: If you turn everything off.

E: What interests me — if you think it’s
important for us.

YK: Forget about it, it’s all about spies
among us.

E: Jews?

YK: We thought they were Jews.

E: And that was the punishment...

YK: It’s the one | told you about. This
one wasn’t touched, because he had a
son in the unit. But in... there was one
who talked on the radio when the Iraqis
came.

E: AlJew?

YK: He’s already gone so why talk about
it. And there was one up north, a doctor
who spoke Russian — we thought this
was a Jew, a Russian who came here,
an idealist. And this guy he’s no longer
in this world. What can 1 tell you? Yigal
Allon’s Gipsy.

E: What’s that?

YK: All sorts of jobs, special jobs, that
you have to execute here and there and
S0 on, you know.

E: You also cut somebody’s balls off,
because we had a case like that?

YK: What? Don’t you know?

E: No, tell me.

YK: Sure. I also know who his son is.
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The man was a vet and later became a
physician.

YK: ... studied, there’s a song about that.
E: You also did such things?

YK: | didn’t. There was a unit who
brought a doctor there, we took him out
of his father’s house, of the Beit She’an’s
Sheikh. Real nice and easy, we cut his
balls off. And they said, you’re not going
to treat any Jewish women any more,
and they came back.

E: Did you see things that today you
think were unjust?

YK: What’s justice?

E: I’m asking you.

YK: In your terms — can there be justice
without God?

YK: You’re asking me about justice —
what’s justice?

E: No, I’m asking you about things that
you...

YK: Wait a second, we’re saying that
this is our country, right? Where did we
get it from, we conquered it, we Killed
everyone who used to be here. So if
you’re talking about justice, then this
was a just war. You kill and it’s all over.
But if you don’t, then you have to let
them live and find a way to live together.
Then first you have to show them that it’s
yours and that you have stated that it’s
yours — but in order to live together you
also have to find a way to live with them,
S0 you can’t murder.

E: You think that maybe here a small
mistake has been made?

YK: No. I don’t think so. I think nobody
has the right to kill another person just
because he wants to sit in the chair where
he’s sitting, where sat earlier. The way
they do it now, they seem more proper to
me. Look at Europe, what they’re trying
to do. They’re not fighting one another



pull his leg. | said, when we grab the cow
by the ass, forgive me, and blow then it
straightens its horns. And down there
because there... There was a cow there
that ran off and this guy tried to chase it
and I shot them both.

E: Tell me about the caravan of refugees.
YK: How did it look like? Like you
always see in the movies, those who
walk. Arabs on pilgrimage to Mecca, a
caravan, with parcels. Like you see our
refugees walking, from Germany. A
parcel with a suitcase with something,
like. Quietly, we were there along the
entire stretch and once in a while they
told them with loudspeakers, “Don’t
stray from the path”, whoever strayed...
E: What did you see when you entered
Lod?

YK: In Lod | was already — | came in
already after the first onslaught, and
there was a story there, probably, you
can’t talk about everything.

E: What do you mean you can’t tell
everything?

YK: Massacres and stuff.

E: Tell us.

YK: Not that we did to them - that
they did; and then they all went into the
mosque, or church, | don’t remember. At
night it’s difficult to tell. And we couldn’t
take them out. They had assumed we
won’t go inside.

E: Who was “they”?

YK: The Arabs.

E: What Arabs — women, children, old
people?

YK: These guys never talked [high and
mighty]. There were those above them
who did — that’s the thing. And they
talked about how soon they’ll come from
Jordan and we’ll kill you all and stuff —
they did not. So they told me, come on

do something. They already knew who |
was, they knew exactly what they meant.
E: What did they mean?

YK: That | go with my PIAT, | fired a
PIAT projectile in there.

E: Where?

YK: In the hall, I didn’t. Nobody did.

E: Who removed the bodies later?

YK: None of my business. It’s theirs.

E: This was an order?

YK: Yes.

E: What do you mean, what was the
order?

YK: What is this, “what was the order”,
fire a PIAT, that’s it. Nothing would
withstand a PIAT, like they used to make
it. You know how it’s built? If you make
it like a bell, what happens there is that
the entire force is directed in the same
location and provides a huge amount of
pressure, instead of taking 3 kilos you...
and it gives about a pound and you get
the same result.

E: How many got killed there?

YK: | fired one and it was enough.

E: How many people were inside, do you
know?

YK: Plenty.

E: what do you mean?

YK: Plenty. | opened the door, | looked
inside, and | closed the door.

E: What did you see?

YK: An empty hall — everyone on the
walls.

E: Lots of people.

YK: Lots.

E: What ages?

YK:Who can remember? What | saw was
enough. After that, it was mainly |1 who
dealt with explosives and evacuations.
E: Why did you let them [go]?

YK: Because we’re Jews.

E: What do you mean?



YK: And then go home.

E: But you did see how they ran away?
YK: We saw them, what do you think?
| fired at them with that — with the
Browning — on the boats.

E: They fled on boats?

YK: Yes.

E: On the Sea of Galilee?

YK: Yes. On the other side they had more
[villages], except [Kibbutz] Ein Gev
[which was the only Jewish settlement
on the east bank].

E: And who were the people who fled?
YK: Village people, they were fishermen,
among other things. Then it was Lod.

E: Wait a minute. We’ll get to that.

YK: Ramle.

YK: We entered the houses only in one
place, in Balad al-Sheikh, near Yagur.
There it was really, murderous and all
that. And he said, you go there with axes.
E: Who did?

YK: Only one man could - Yigal
Allon. And | assume there was no
misunderstanding between him and Ben
Gurion, no. “So go there with axes, let
them get lost, leave no trace. As much
as you can, don’t use any bullets, so that
they won’t hear it at the [British] police
[station in Yagur] and, so that they won’t
sit send them reinforcements.

E: So what did you do?

YK: We smashed the door and throw a
grenade...

E: In Balad al-Sheikh?

YK: And indeed it never rose again, it’s
gone.

E: Operation Broom, what is it? You
simply stood in line and just...

YK: Yes, you march up to a village, you
expel it, you gather round and have a bite
to eat, and go on to the next village.
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E: They would come down here?

YK: Go down to the Sea of Galilee and
take the fishing boats and flee.

E: And you would be standing on top and
fire on them?

YK: Here and there, then Yigal Allon
said no.

E: Said what?

YK: No, not to shoot them, let them go.

E: And then you move to the heart of
the country, you go to Lod. What did
Operation Dani mean for you?

YK: You know what’s a PIAT? You know
this gun? | used it to shoot the mosque
where they were [sheltering].

E: What mosque?

YK: In Lod.

E: What do you mean? You mean the gun
that you throw and it blows up in your
face, right?

YK: Let me tell you what it does — you
make it like it was a beautiful painting
by an artist. You think. He makes a hole
about this big and inside everybody’s
crushed on the walls from the pressure it
makes inside.

E: You arrive, before you get to Lod, you
were at Jimzu and Kfar Daniel, and what
did you do there?

YK: What didn’t we do? We shot, we
saw them run away. They let them pass
through Lod along a path down this
specific riverbed and walk there, and
whoever strayed from the path got a
bullet.

E: Tell me, what did it look like?

YK: What it looked like? | sat on this
hill with a Browning and underneath
me below there went the caravan and
whoever strayed sideways, tried to sneak
into the bushes, got shot, and it was
boring. And one day, one of the men — |
won’t say any names — told me, | went to
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Eyal (E): Did you take part in Operation
Broom?

Yerachmiel Kahanovich (YK): It’s right here
in the Jordan [Valley area].

E: You took part in Operation Broom?

YK: I was a machine gunner.

E: What type?

YK: Browning.

E: You were a machine gunner in what? In
Operation Broom?

YK: Yes.

E: What is Operation Broom and what was its
objective?

YK: We cleared all the villages...

E: What do you mean?

YK: We cleared one village after another and
expelled — expelled them, they fled to the Sea
of Galilee and from there to the Galilee.

E: But how? How?

YK: You mean by shooting?

E: How do you mean?

YK: We shot, we threw a grenade here and
there. Just listen — there’s one thing you have
to understand: at first, once they heard shots
they took off with the intention of returning
later.

E: But, wait a sec, that was before May 15,
that was before the Arab armies came.
Operation Broom, Operation Broom then.
How does it happen? Do you receive any
information? Is it an organized campaign?
YK: Yeah, sure.

E: Tell me.

YK: It was. Who was it? Yigal Allon himself
planned it. We moved from one place to the
next.

E: What places? Can you tell me?

YK: We passed, we passed by Tiberias and
moved

from one village to the other, from one to the
next.

E: So you had orders to expel and clean up
the villages?
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