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CENTRAL TRUCE SUFPERVISION BGARD
NANE COF CASE: Villages of Ein Ghazal, Ijzim and Jaba

CaSE NO: 10

1. Hature of Unx@l&iﬂt

It is alleged by the Secretary General of the League of Arab
States, the Jyrian Government, the Iragi Army Headquarters at Nablus
and by the Lebanese General Staff that subseguent to the commencement
of the second truce the Isrseli Army attacked the Arab villages of
Ein Ghazal, Ijzim and Jaba by land and in the air; It is further
alleged that 4000 refugees and t ens of thousands of Araba were
elther captured or massacred during this attack.

2. Summary of Evidence

The villagea of Ein Ghazal, Ijzim and Jaba are in Israeli terri-
tory and prior to the commencement of the second truce the in habitants
had b een attacking the lsrseli traffic on the Haifa-Tel Aviv highway
which pasges through this area in reprisal for alleged attacks com—
mited by the -sraeli forces. There is evidence to suggest that in

me Instances the Arab attacks in this area were instigated by the

On and after 18 July,1948, the Israeli Army launched attacks by
air end land against these villages despite the fact that attempts
had been made by the inhabitants of the villages to negotiate with
the Lsraeli Army at the commencement of the mcond truce. The avowed
purpose of ithese attacks was to make the Tel Aviv-Haifa Highway safe.

The attack on the villages took the form of a military operation.
The vlllages were bombed form the #ir and shelled by ground forces,

There were a2 number of casualties amongst the Arab inhabitants.
While the number of these casualties cannot be accurately eatimated
from the available material, it is clear that these casualties d4id
not exceed 130,

A special investigation team was sent to the Jenin area where the
inhabitants of these villages are now located, Complete lists were
made of thesze villagers,

The figures reported are as follows:

Population as Heported killed Reported missing Located

of 12/31/46
Ein Ghazal R 33 ZA6d
Ijzim 3140 32 25 4153
Jaba 1270 8 5 1494
TOTAL 6820 62 63 81111

HNo lonformation is available as to whether the Israell Army suffer—
ed casualties or not but some resistance was offered to the lsraeli

attacks. There is no evidence of Arabs having been captured by the

Israeli forces in any great numbera,



With the completion of the attack on the 25%h of July, all
the inhabitants of the three villages were forced to evacuate.
After the evacuation of the villages, the lsraeli Army gystemati-
cally destroyed Ein Ghazal and Jaba. Ne further damage, howewer,
appears to habe been done to the village of Ijzim since the attack.

3. Israeli Contentions

the Isrmeli Army has admitted the attack but claimed it was only
a pblice operation over which the Mediator has no jurisdiection, since
such operation was of a purely internal character.

4. Board Iecision

The Board decides:

1)} that it has juriddiction todeal with the complaimt. It the slleged
complaint is proved, such complaint will constitute taking military
action because the operation was of a military rather than of a police
character and in these circumstances, the situation was not in any way
changed by the Tact that the operation took place behind the Leraell
Army lines. Acordingly, the Poard does not accept the Isras=li con—
tention.

2) that the Israeli Army did take military action against the villages
of Ein Gnazal, lzzim and Jaba on and subseguent to 18 July 1940 and
+that si1ch action constitutes a violation of the terms of the second
tTruce,

3) that the following were considered to be aggravating factors

{i}) The Israeli Army forced the inhabitants of The villages of
Fin Ghazal, ljgim and Jaba to evacuate and it systmmatically
destroyed two of these villages.

{ii)} There was no evidence of the inhabitants of the villages in
gaestion having attacked the Tel Aviv-Haifa Highway sub-
gequent to the commencement of the second truce.

{194} The Israeli Army attacked deapite the efforts on the Arab
side to negotiate with the Iaraeli Aruy.

W.E. Riley
Brig. Gen., USHC

Acting Chairman of Centrazl Truce
Supervision Board

Dated thiz 8th Day of September 1948 at Haifa.
ATFROVED:
COUNT FOLEL BERHADOTTE

United Nations Mediator on falestine
9 Sptember 1946
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