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I have the honour to transmit herewith a copy of the findings
of the Central Truce “upervision Yoard with respect to the above
menticned case which I have approved as indicated on page 2 of the-

ge findings.

In connection with the investigation and findings on the case
the technical jurisdietional position taken by the frovisional
Government of Israel has resulted in a failure to ¢btain any, detai-
led account of what took place from Israeli sources. In my view
on the basis of the available evidence the type of action undertaken
by your military forces was unjustified in the circumsiances espe—
cially in view of the offer of the Arab villagers to negotiate and
the apparent Israeli failure fully to explore this effer and to ex-
‘hauat every effort to resclve the difficulty by peaceful means.
Moreover L am strongly of the opinion that the measures faken in-
volving the systematic destruction of two of the villages were exces-
sive and constituted a vioclation of both the spirit and letter of
the terms of the trace.

The available information indicates that all three villages we-—
re dimaged to some degree during the attack but that while Ein Gha-—
zal and Jaba were subsequently systematically destroyed no further
dam ge of a_substantial nature appears to have been done to the
village of ljzim since the attack.

In the light of the findings of the Board it is my decision
(1) that the Arab in habitants of the villages of Ein Ghazal, Ijzim
and Jaba who were Torced to evacuate these villages subseguent

+o the commencement of the second truce be allowed to return forth-—
with to these villages and torealde there in peace;
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(2) that the Frovisicnal Government of +srael shall do everything
posgible to rehabilate the Arab inhahitants of these villagea
including restoring at its own expenses all houses demaged or de—
stroyed during the attack of the lsraeli forces as well as such
houses aswere destroyed or damaged subgequent to this attack, on
the understanding that this ruling shall in no way be considered

as a precedent in dealing with any other case by reason of the fact
that sSuch ruling is based on the very apme clal set of circumstances
existing here;

(3) that the procedure for carrying into e ffect the decisions con-
tained in clauses (1) and (2) above shall be worked out without
delay between my Chief of Staff and the authorized represgentatives
of the authorities concerned.

In closing I would like to stress thyt my decisions are based on
findings which were only reached by the “card after the conduct of
a most exhanstive investigation into this mtter,

At one time or another five investigating teams were sent out in-

to the field. The statistics shown in paragraph 2 of the findings
were obtained by compiling lists of actual names whieh reguired

long periods of patient and exacting work. Prom these statistica

it was possible fto gauge accurately the merits of T he allegation that
4000 refugees and tens of thousanda of Arabs were either captured
or messacred during the lsraeli attack. These atatistics made clear
that the number killed could not have exceeded 130 and that no great
number were captured which established conclusively that this claim
could not be substantiated.

Yours faithfully,

Count Folke Bernadotte q
United Yations Mediator on FPelestine
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